
                                                                             310 Dispatch -- November 2024 - Page 1

Whats New in VVA 310

November 2024 Prez Report �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   2

November 2024 Chaplain’s Corner �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   2

VVA 310 Chapter Meeting Minutes  -- October 2024��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   3

Honoring November Anniversaries On The Wall ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   5

Current Events ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  8

Dispatch Recipients ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   8

Various Points������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   9

Veterans Day������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   11

About VVA 310��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   12

 

November 2024

Editor’s Note: In November, we celebrate Veterans Day. It is a time to 
receive heartfelt compliments from friends, neighbors, and people we may 
not know. But perhaps the accolades come because people assume that 
military service has changed us veterans. And perhaps they are right. A 
veteran should impart high ideals of continued service. On another note, 
it so happened that this month my regular writers to our newsletter are 
out of town. Thus, I filled in and wrote an article (see p. 11). Blessings!
-- Paulo Pereira, Dispatch Editor 

310 Dispatch 
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Prez Report - November
By Vance McCrumb

 
This month’s President’s Report is short. I missed the last meeting as Kathleen and I 
went up to Traverse City and spent three days there viewing the colors along the coast 
and, of course, shopping in Traverse City. I now need to find some gainfully employ-
ment. 

Per Fredo, the fall cleanup at the Memorial was successful, although only six were 
available for the work party. Jon Luker and Wendy were out of town, as was I. Thanks 
to those that were able to help. Those six are Al (Fredo) Merritt, John and Jane K, Stan 
Harrison, Eric Downie, and Bill Coleman. 

Below is a picture I took at Pierced Stocking Drive at sunset along Lake Michigan. There are several designated 
lookouts to stop at. To those of you with a printed black and white newsletter, here is a link to the color image: 
https://www.facebook.com/vance.mccrumb. 

Arf, 

Vance (Not the politician)

P.S. I haven’t lost my mind. Half wander off, and the other half is out looking for it.

********

November 2024 Chaplain’s Corner 
By Rev. Gordon Moore

I have found myself having to work on applying some of the first scripture I ever memorized during this General 
Election cycle because of the lack of integrity in both major parties and their candidates. But the struggle has 
been worth it, as it draws us closer to understanding God’s will.

Proverbs 3:5-6:

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
And lean not on your own understanding; 
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
And He shall direct your paths.

It is through the struggles that I better realize that there are major parts of my heart that are selfishly kept to 
myself and are not freely given to his understanding and control. Which, to me, means that I really don’t want to 
trust him with everything. And I usually recognize that when my path becomes unclear--uncertain, if you will. As 
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my German grandfather often said, “Too soon old, too late smart.”
Was he ever right!

But the struggle of Proverbs also is in recognizing that, no matter who wins the election, their plans for the 
nation, and the people they put in charge of carrying out those plans, they will still be MY president. And that 
means, in the application phase of Proverbs, that I need to be on my knees more in prayer for them and for our 
nation. 

Psalm 37:23: The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delights in his way. Conversely, it fol-
lows that if a man (person) is not good, they will not directly be concerned with following God’s will. And if that 
person is president, then the nation will decline to follow its own way.

So let us commit this election and the direction of the nation to the Lord our God and trust He will do whatever 
is necessary to accomplish his long-term prophetic plans even if it means the destruction of our nation, which 
we so valiantly served, to bring about God’s glory.

To God be the glory, great things he has done and will continue to do.
Peace be to all!

********

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Charles S. Kettles Chapter 310 

Regular Membership Meeting Minutes
10 October 2024 
Call to Order by Vice President Rivers at 1900 hrs. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Opening Prayer: Bob Bull 
Moment of Silence for POW/MIA’S, their families and those who are serving in hazardous places around the 
world. 
Roll Call: A quorum was established.  Welcome Home Everyone! 
New Members: None  
Guests: None 
Motion by Merritt/Bayha to Approve the September Minutes published in the Dispatch.   Approved. 
President’s Report:   
Please see the President’s remarks in the Dispatch or online at https://vva310.org.  Rivers: President McCrumb 
is excused so he could vacation up north. 
Finance Report:  Bourne.   
Nonrestricted Fund Revenue: 
a.	 $1,500 from anonymous donor we talked about last month. Total Pig Roast receipts were $10,299 less 
$2,642 expenses resulted in $7,657 profit, up $274 from last year. 
b.	 $2,592 merchandise sales at AA VA and Clinton Fall Festival. Last year the Clinton Fall Festival had 
$2,441 merchandise sales plus $199 donations compared to $1,631 merchandise sales plus $85 donations 
this year, $924 decrease or 35%. The weather significantly decreased the number of attendees this year.

Nonrestricted Fund Expenses:  Nothing of significance 
Restricted Fund Revenue:  No significant activity. 
Restricted Fund Expenses:  
a.	 We paid $177 for lawn service from the Memorial Maintenance fund. 
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b.	 We paid the VA $848 to upgrade one meal to steak and $100 toward the sock drive.

AVVA Report: The AVVA report is no longer being printed in the Dispatch but is being emailed separately to 
those who request it.  The AVVA report is also online at https://vva310.org/newsletter.  

Committee Reports: 
Merchandise: As you heard during the finance report we had four sales days: The VA and the Clinton Fall 
Festival.  Our combined gross receipts were $2,591.82.  We had a lot of good help for the Fall Festival.  Thank 
you very much to those who put in the efforts.  Unfortunately, the weather prevented good attendance.  It was 
dreary most of the time it wasn’t raining.  But we had the best ever sales at the VA to help make up for it.  I have 
challenge coins here if anybody wants to buy one. 
Washtenaw County Council of Veterans:  Our focus is still on the millage that is up for renewal in less than 
a month.  There is still time to get the word out that we need to pass that, as it funds the Washtenaw County 
Department of Veterans Services. 
We also want to make sure our membership represents all the groups in Washtenaw County that represent vet-
erans.  They don’t have to have a national charter.  They just need to serve Washtenaw County veterans.  If you 
know of any such groups, please let them know their voice can now be heard at Council meetings, if they join.
Michigan State Council: The Council has a great merchandising group.  They went to Kokomo as usual. 
Memorial Maintenance: Merritt. Cutting teams are still hard at work.  We’ll stop watering this month. 
We setup our fall cleanup for 26 October.  We sent out an email.  Please help if you can.  We’ll have hotdogs 
and beverages.  We’ll have Vietnam Era music or the Michigan – Michigan State game on the loudspeaker to 
keep you warm. 
We are contracting with Todd’s Services to help us develop a long-term landscape management plan for the 
Memorial Grounds.  This is for capital improvements over time, not a plan for doing routine maintenance.  The 
original Memorial Committee already prepared for that when they built the Memorial.  This new plan will help 
with decisions about how to solve the flooding problem, what to do for our struggling Spruce trees, how to 
keep the plants on the north property from encroaching on the Memorial grounds and so forth, anticipating 
what will happen over the next ten years. 
Website: Rivers. We have had 447,521 hits since the website was last rebuilt.  That means we had a bit more 
than 3,000 hits this month. 
Membership: Rivers. We are steady at 220 members. 
Newsletter: After many years of great service, Chief handed the Dispatch publication duties over to Paulo’s 
wife Ann Dempsey Pereira after a short period of training.  Thank you to both Chief and Ann! 
Health Care: Wilson.  The VA now has a new Covid shot and this year’s flu shot ready for you.  Remember the 
Swiss report indicating that senior citizens who use Tylenol have increased brain problems. 
Agent Orange:  Wilson.  The US denies using any toxins at Fort Ord in California, despite the number of prob-
lems people have who served there.  Recently, a veteran who was ordered to bury toxins on Fort Ord land 
pointed to spots on a satellite photo that showed where the burials happened because nothing grew on those 
spots.  That evidence has been passed on to Congress so they can act since the administration won’t.  If you 
know of other veterans who had similar orders on other bases, posts, forts or camps, please let us know.  Their 
testimony could be vital to veterans getting the healthcare they need. 
	 You may not know that VVA has an official Agent Orange Flag. Since we have an unofficial one, we have 
a new official one coming. 
LTCCSKMC: Driscoll. I am still working with the VA to get the bingo program up to full speed.  Bingo is espe-
cially appreciated by the folks in CLC.  Also, the VA is now accepting volunteers to do many different types of 
work.  Lastly, be in the lobby of the VA on Thursday, 31 October, in costume at 1730 for the annual VA Hallow-
een visitation.

Old Business:  None.
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New Business:  None.

Good of the Order: 
Throneberry: We made our fundraising goal.  If all the promised money comes in, we’ll net about $20,000.  We 
are still on WAAM and on the internet.  Also, we are looking for new on-air talent.  Contact me if you are inter-
ested. 
Merritt: Breakfast on Friday will be at 0900 at the Bomber Restaurant, 306 E Michigan Ave, Ypsilanti, MI 48198, 
(734) 482-0550. 
Bull:		   
•	 We ended up giving the VA a total of 859 pairs of socks. 
•	 Our next effort for the VA is to collect winter coats, hats, scarves and gloves.  They must all be clean 
and in good repair.  We’ve turned in five bags so far. 
•	 Congress put a band-aid on the VA budget shortfall that will only hold them over a few months.  It is 
time for Congress to do their job and fund the VA properly. 
•	 The next step in the 988 public awareness effort is to ask businesses, union halls, shopping centers 
and others to post 988 posters at their facilities across the state. 
•	 The American Legion Green Alert Resolution has been introduced into the Michigan Legislature. 
•	 The City of Jackson agreed to place the 988 card on every one of its municipal vehicles. 
•	 Free breakfast second Tuesday of the month at Harvest Moon Café on Michigan Ave near Carpenter.  
Please come out.  I want to fill the place.  It holds 120 people. 
Wilson:  Don’t forget to turn in your absentee ballot. 
Bourne:  Remember, due to a scheduling issue, the packing party was moved from 3 November to 10 Novem-
ber. Be at the VFW by 1500 on that day. 
Harrison:  We will do our sales on the third floor of the VA again on Tuesday, 12 November from 0800 to 1400.
Closing Prayer Bob Bull 
Flag Salute 
Meeting Adjourned at 1938.

********

Honoring November Anniversaries on the Wall 
 

Private First Class Daniel John Illi was born on December 6, 1945 to Mr. and Mrs. Erwin G. Illi at St. Joseph’s 
hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Daniel graduated from Ann Arbor High School in 1964 where he played foot-
ball and was a member of the Troubleshooting Mechanics Team. Before entering the Army on November 3, 

1965, Daniel was a rental manager for Liberty Land Company affiliated with Butcher and Willits Building Cpany 
of Ann Arbor. He married on February 5, 1966.

Daniel Illi completed his basic training at Fort Carson, Colorado and was stationed 
there until transferred to Vietnam on August 2, 1966. Daniel served with B Company, 
5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division operating out of An Khe, Binh Dinh 
Province, South Vietnam. Daniel was killed by small arms fire on November 1, 1966.

Daniel John Illi is survived by his high school sweetheart and wife Shirley (Smith), 
parents, two brothers and a sister. He lived 20 years, 10 months and 25 days. Daniel 
is resting in Bethlehem Cemetery in Ann Arbor, Michigan. His name is listed on the 
Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ann Arbor. He is also listed on the 
Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 12E Line 002.

+++
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Private First Class Robert Allen Albertson was born on January 1, 1947 in Ypsilanti, Michigan to Mr. and Mrs. 
Vern Albertson. Robert graduated from Ypsilanti High School in 1966. He worked at the Ypsilanti Plant of the 
Ford Motor Company prior to entering service in the Army on May 3, 1966.

Private First Class Robert Allen Albertson started his tour of duty in 
South Vietnam on October 11, 1967 serving as an infantryman with A 
Company, First Battalion, 8th Cavalry, First Cavalry Division. Robert died 
as a result of small arms fire on November 4, 1967 after being In-Country 
for only 23 days.

Robert Albertson is survived by his wife, parents and two brothers. 
Robert lived 20 years, 10 months and 3 days. He is resting in Highland 
Cemetery in Ypsilanti, Michigan. His name is listed on the Vietnam Me-
morial located in Ypsilanti Township under Ypsilanti. Robert’s name also 
appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 29E Line 
018.

+++

Private First Class Donald Barrett Roddy was born on March 7, 1943 to Mr. William Roddy of Gloversville, New-
Mrs. Mary B. Woolfenden of Ann Arbor, Michigan. Donald is a 1962 graduate of Ann Arbor High School after 
attending Shaker High School in Latham, New York for his freshman and sophomore years. He also attended 
Northern Michigan University in Marquette, Michigan where he was a member of the Chi Sigma Nu social fra-

ternity. Donald entered the Army on January 13, 1965.

Private First Class Roddy began his tour of duty in South Vietnam 
on August 18, 1965 serving as an infantryman with B Company, 1st 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division. Donald was 
killed on November 15, 1965 as a result of enemy small arms fire 
during the Battle for the Ia Drang Valley. According to an Ann Arbor 
Newspaper article written by Gary Lillie, “Taking part in the first 
battle of LZ X-Ray, was Pfc. Donald B. Roddy, a 1962 graduate of 
Ann Arbor High School. As a member of the ‘Lost Patrol’ of Bravo 
Company, 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry, he lost his life along with the 
rest of his machine gun crew as they fought to cover the withdrawal 
of their fellow troopers to safer ground. The account can be found 
on Page 87.” (We Were Soldiers Once...and Young by Joseph L. 
Galloway and Lt. Gen. Harold G. Moore). Donald was posthumously 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal.

Donald Barrett Roddy is survived by his parents, his step-father, and 
a brother. He lived 22 years, 8 months and 8 days. Donald’s name is 

listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ann Arbor. His name also appears on the Vietnam 
Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 03E Line 061.

+++

Private First Class Robert Clarence Skinner was born on June 21, 1951.

Private First Class Skinner began his tour of duty in Quang Nam Province, South Vietnam on September 27, 
1969 serving as a Motor Vehicle Operator with Headquarters and Service Company, 1st Shore Party Battalion, 
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1st Marine Division, III Marine Amphibious Forces. Robert was killed on November 16, 1969.

According to a posting left by Sergeant Eddie G. Hammonds, Jr., “I served with PFC Skinner in Vietnam. He was 
killed on his first night patrol. I will never forget the night or his courageous 
valor. You will not be forgotten, because I remember.”
Robert Clarence Skinner lived 18 years, 4 months and 25 days. He is rest-
ingin the Platte Township Cemetery, Benzie County, Michigan. Robert’s 
name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ypsi-
lanti. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC 
on Panel 16W Line 086.

+++

Engineman Third Class Robert Edward Kushmaul, Jr. was born on August 
9, 1948 in Adrian, Michigan to Mr. Robert E. and Mrs. Maxine De Verna 
Kushmaul. Robert is a 1966 graduate of Chelsea High School where he was 
the President of his Class, a Charter Member of the Key Club, a member of 

the Student Council, and President of FFA.
Engineman Third Class Kushmaul entered the Navy on February 2, 1967. He began 
his tour of duty in Kien Giang Province, South Vietnam on February 15, 1969 serving 
with Patrol Boat River 8131, Task Force 116, United States Naval Forces Vietnam. 
He was killed while on a river boat patroling on the Song Hkau Giang River South of 
Siagon on November 16, 1969 from a rocket explosion.
Robert Edward Kushmaul, Jr. is survived by his parents, a brother and a sister. He 
lived 21 years, 3 months and 7 days. He is resting in Oak Grove Cemetery in Chelsea, 
Michigan. Robert’s name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township 
under Chelsea. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC 
on Panel 16W Line 084.

+++

Sergeant Rickie D. Sparks was born on July 26, 1947 in Beecher City, Illinois to Mr. and Mrs. Sam Sparks from 
Manchester, Michigan.Rickie is a 1965 graduate of Clinton High School in Clinton, Michigan where he played 

varsity basketball and football. He entered the Army on September 1, 
1965 and completed his Basic Training at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He 
completed his advanced training at Fort Polk, Louisianna.
Sergeant Sparks began his tour of duty in Binh Duong Province, South 
Vietnam on February 20, 1967 serving as an Armor Reconnaissance 
Specialist with Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 
16th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division. Rickie was killed on November 18, 
1967 as a result of multiple fragmentation wounds.
Rickie D. Sparks is survived by his parents, a wife, and three brothers. He 
is resting in the Riverside Cemetery in Clinton, Michigan. Rickie’s name is 
listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Manchester. 
His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on 
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Panel 30E Line 019.

********

Current Events 
By Ann Dempsey Pereira

10 Nov: Marine Corps Birthday (1775)

10 Nov: Troop Packing Party, 1500 hrs, VFW Post. Be there early.

11 Nov: Veterans Day (1918)

12 Nov: Merchandise Sales, Ann Arbor VA, 3rd Floor Canteen, 0800- 1400 hrs

14 Nov: Monthly Meetings: VVA Board 1800 hrs; VVA General Mtg 1900 hrs

15 Nov: VVA 310 Monthly Breakfast, 0900 hrs, Sinbad’s Coney Island Restaurant

22 Nov: WCCV Meeting, 1900 hrs, Saline American Legion Post 322

28 Nov: Thanksgiving Day

07 Dec: Pearl Harbor Day (1941)

12 Dec: Monthly Meetings: VVA Board 1800 hrs; VVA General Mtg 1900 hrs

13 Dec: Army National Guard Birthday (1636)

13 Dec: VVA 310 Monthly Breakfast, 0900 hrs, Brewed Awakenings

16:Dec: WCCV - NO MEETING this month

17 Dec: Merchandise Sales, Ann Arbor VA, 3rd Floor Canteen, 0800- 1400 hrs

17 Dec: Christmas Party, Ann Arbor VA, 1730 hours

20 Dec: VVA 310 Monthly Breakfast, 0900 hrs, Sinbad Coney Island

25 Dec: Christmas Day

********

DISPATCH RECIPIENTS
VVA 310 award-winning newsletter reaches approximately 500 people each month with 100 mailed USPS, 50 
hits off the website (https://www.vva310.org/), and 350 emailed. With good stewardship and networking, the 
cost to print the Dispatch approximates $1,250 per year.
If VVA 310 members or others receiving the Dispatch via USPS desire to assist with the printing cost, a sug-
gested donation would be: one year at $12.00, two years at $22.00, and three years at $30.00. Payment can be 
made payable to VVA 310 and mailed to P.O. Box 3221, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3221 indicating Dispatch on the 
memo line.
All other donations may be made payable to VVA 310 at the same mailing address by indicating Donation on 
the memo line.
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Recipients
James Alford ~ December 2025 
George Boone ~ February 2029 
Berryman Bourne ~ August 2026 
Cynthia Calhoun ~ April 2026 
Sarah and Brent Gephart, Sr. ~ March 2031 
Sara Rodeck, in memory of her brother Michael Hunter 
Stan Harrison to honor Russ Michalke ~ March 2026 
Ralph Henry ~ November 2026  
Steve and Shirley Hitte ~ June 2034 
Ray Hunter ~ December 2032 
Darlene Imus ~ January 2027 
Linda Lamey-Leonard, in memory of Lavern Lamey ~ July 2027 [This KIA person is listed on our Memorial 
Wall.] 
Alice Lee ~ March 2031 
David P. and Gloria G. Marshall ~ June 2027 
Sandy Martinez ~ November 2024 
Del Mayes ~ March 2025 
Alfred (Fredo) Merritt ~ March 2026 
Ronald Oliver ~ August 2027  
George Perrault ~ October 2025 
Bruce Ross ~ March 2028 
Glenn Sakcriska ~ November 2026 
Jim Sharp ~ April 2031 
John C. Shook ~ July 2028 
Larry St. Antoine ~ September 2025 
Elizabeth Wong ~ September 2026 
Hank Woods, in memory of Past President Paul S. Dumsch ~ September 2027

 
********

Various Points 
By John Kinzinger

When I retired, I expected to live a sedentary, boring life. I then met VVA310. Since then, I have engaged mysef 
in various activities, which are detailed in various issues of this newsletter. I then discovered that I feel great 
joy in serving fellow veterans. It is with gratitude that I engage in various kinds of activities. A few of them are 
detailed here.

Visiting Hospitalized Veterans

This year, we visited many hospitalized Veterans at the Charles S. Kettles VA 
Medical Center here in Ann Arbor, Michigan. As you can see from the picture, 
we had five members in costumes.  We had the pumpkin lady, Sandra Martinez 
(who also made the candy trays for the nursing stations). The best was Stan 
“Beetle Juice” Harrison.  That was a terrific costume Stan. Then there were 
the three of us dressed in lesser outfits, Eric Downing, Ron Henley and me (the 
same old clown with horn). Of course, it would not be a Halloween visit without 
Ron Henley’s great carving artwork. 
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Oops!

On another note, I must admit I goofed in setting the date. Some of our annual regulars were busy at home with 
trick-or-treaters and could not make it. I will be sure to do it the day before Halloween next year. And I hope 
more of you join us next year to bring smiles to our hospitalized brother and sister Veterans. Now, you do not 
need to do better than Stan Harrison in costume design, but go for it if you like. I will probably be a clown next 
year as I have for the past 15-20 years.

Donors Wanted 

Want to be added to the list of donors? The annual VVA 310 fundraising for our VA Medical Center and Fisher 
House programs is starting soon.  Several of you readers are on the mailing list and are annual contributors.  
We thank you all who support this important work for our hospitalized Veterans.  If you would like to be includ-
ed on this special confidentially kept mailing list, please email me at johnkinzinger@gmail.com.  All donors 
receive a letter of acknowledgment, financial statement, and photos of our room visits.  Thank you all.  

Letters Home 

Dear Mom, Dad and All (Dated 27NOV66). 

In case you’re wondering why I haven’t been writing the past couple days, I really haven’t much of an excuse. 
Although yesterday I was on our relay nearly all day and were quite busy. One thing we haven’t had any mail 
here for three days, because its raining so bad at An Khe the planes haven’t been able to take off. So no mail. 
Whenever it clears up back there I hope to get piles. That’s how its been here a few times.

Today, I saw my first USO show, it was alright.  We had Martha Raye here for about a half hour show. She really 
brought on some laughter from all. She really said some great things about draft card burning, demonstrators 
and that kind when she closed. One of the things she said was “Those kinds of people don’t even deserve to 
shine our boots.” She was so sincere about it, I had a hard time swallowing for a moment, if you know what 
I mean. She had on fatigues and put on a good show and told us that there are so many people back home 
proud of each and every one of us for what we are doing over here. If she gets into an election, I’m sure she will 
get all our votes. She had more stops to make today so she had to leave. But warmed quite a few hearts.

Well we had turkey on Thanksgiving and the menu enclosed is what we had, except for the whipped cream. It 
was a lot more than what we expected, but it sure wasn’t like what ma makes. You have to remember these 
are Army cooks in Vietnam, with outside gas stoves, and not a whole lot to work with. I still give them a lot of 
credit. One thing I am getting used to is this canned milk.

Please forgive my sloppiness, I guess I’m a little tired, so I guess I’ll close. Love to you all, John

(The menu listed the following, Roast Tom Turkey with Dressing, Glazed Sweet Potatoes, Corn and Peas, Por-
terhouse Rolls, Pumpkin Pie, Mincemeat Pie and Chilled Fruit.)
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Veterans Day 
By Paulo Pereira

Celebrated first as “National Veterans Day” and later as “Armistice Day,” the nation-
al recognition of veterans came to be called “Veterans Day” in 1954 by legislation 
signed into law by President Dwight Eisenhower. In 1968, Congress moved Veterans 
Day to the fourth Monday in October. In the 1970s, the date of celebrating veterans 
moved around and caused confusion. So, Pres. Gerald Ford signed a law in 1975 to 
establish the celebration of US Armed Forces veterans on November 11 starting in 
1978. 

Thus, Veterans Day became distinguished from--and no longer confused with--Me-
morial Day, which focuses on honoring military personnel who made the ultimate sacrifice in the service of 
their country. Explanation as to why the date November 11 was picked comes from the official end of World 
War I, which took place when the Armistice with Germany went into effect on the 11th hour of the 11th day of 
the 11th month of 1918. That is now a federal holiday, which started as of November 11, 1938. If the 11th of 
November falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the Federal Government has the option of observing Veterans Day on 
the previous Friday or on the following Monday. 

It is easy to confuse Memorial Day with Veterans Day. In Memorial Day, people 
remember and honor military personnel who died in the service of their country, 
either in battle or as a result of combat wounds. In contrast, on Veterans Day peo-
ple thank living veterans for their service and acknowledge that their contributions 
to our national security are appreciated. All those who served–not only those who 
died--have sacrificed and done their duty.

Veterans Day is a federal holiday. And it should be noted that the federal 
government alone can designate national holidays, which are only for federal employees and the District of Co-
lumbia. The various states of the Union can designate their own date for Veterans Day, but they usually follow 
the federal designation of Nov. 11. To be clear, then, Veterans Day is a national holiday that honors all veterans, 
not just those who have served during a particular war. As for the date of Veterans Day, it is Nov. 11. But if that 
holiday falls on a weekend day (Saturday or Sunday), the celebration will be on Friday (if it falls on Saturday) or 

on Monday (if it falls on Sunday). 

The date Nov. 11 started out as a celebration of the end of World War I and 
was called Armistice Day. On May 13, 1938, U.S. Representative Edward Rees 
proposed a bill that resulted in changing Armistice Day to Veterans Day, which 
happend through a bill passed in Congress and signed by President Eisenhower, 
which designated Nov. 11 as Veterans Day instead of Armistice Day. 
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”ABOUT VVA 310” 
Vietnam Veterans of America
Charles S. Kettles Chapter 310
National Chapter of the Year:
1999 & 2007
Newsletter of the Year: 
2007, 2009, 2011, & 2015
E-Newsletter of the Year 2017

Chapter President: Vance McCrumb
Vice President: Marv Rivers 
Secretary: Jon Luker
Treasurer: Berry Bourne
Chapter Membership: Vance McCrumb
Sergeant at Arms: Eric Downie
Chaplain: Rev. Gordon Moore
Dispatch Editor: Paulo-Juarez Pereira

Website: https://www.vva310.org/
Email: membership@vva310.org
Follow us on 310 Facebook page
VVA 310 Chapter Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 3221
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3221

  
Contact Us: Please direct any 
communication to President and 
Webmaster “Vance McCrumb” 

<dogman2@reagan>.com>.

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Charles S. Kettles Chapter 310
P.O. Box 3221
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3221
Please forward. Thank you!




