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310 Dispatch

Paulo, our Editor, asked me if I would fill-in for him in February.  I suggested there was 
not enough time for me to put together the February edition, but I would be glad to do 
March’s Dispatch.   I wanted to update our chapter’s  flyer and shopped around for 
some software to accomplish that.  That software is very similar to Windows Publisher 
software that I used years ago creating our current flyer and found that is also useful for 
newsletters.   Well, here I am creating February’s Dispatch.  Arf, Vance.

On January 30th, I was pounding my keyboard for the February Prez report and recalled 
the Tet Offensive started on this day in 1968.  My commitment to Uncle Sam was 
satisfied on 17 January 1967. So I missed it.   

Bill Feight’s church has a monthly speaker program on Wednesday evenings.  Bill was 
asked to talk on January 8th about his experiences in Vietnam.  Tim Driscoll, Stan 
Harrison, Berry Bourne, George Perrault, Sandie Wilson, Bernhard Muller and I 
attended.  Now, I’m not sure of the Muller name though.  There was a veteran there with 
a Chapter hat on that I recognized but couldn’t put a name to a face.  Went over and 
introduced myself and we chatted for a few minutes before Bill started his program.  If 
I’m wrong on Bernhard’s name, I apologize.

Chapter member Jerry Austin passed away on January 2nd.  Stan Harrison and Ed 
Scruggs knew him from high school. We had an excellent turnout at the Robinson-
Bahnmiller Funeral home in Saline for Jerry and his family.  Jerry’s son, Jim, greeted us 
in the lobby and was pleased by how many of us showed up for his father.  I think I 
counted 10 or 11 Chapter members.  As usual we lined up, saluted one at a time and 
placed a poppy near his casket.  Jim and his son, both veterans, said they would go after 
us, but I suggested the two of them lead the procession.  They did.  There were a few 
other veterans there who joined us too.  The family was very appreciative.  We did 
good! 

Our Recognition Dinner is April 12th.  Mark your calendars and please plan to attend.  
Attendance has been slowly dwindling over the past few years.  I’m giving some 
thought about us having to RSVP.  More on that as we get closer to early March.  Again 
this year we will use Angle Food Catering.  Jean Wilson has agreed to bring her musical 
magic again this year.  She and her duet partner were  wonderful additions last year.  
And they worked for food!  

Talking with Stan H, he suggested I write about the need to help Roy Hall for silent 
auction items.   Stan said he cleaned out his garage, attic and basement and gave Roy 
some silent auction items.  I’m kidding but he did give Roy some sale items.  Let’s do 

                            (continued on page 2)                       
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(From page 1)
the same and help Roy although I’m sure he enjoys yard/garage-saleing.  
Talking with Stan H, he suggested I write about the need to help Roy Hall for silent auction items.   Stan said he 
cleaned out his garage, attic and basement and gave Roy some silent auction items.  I’m kidding but he did give Roy 
some sale items.  Let’s do the same and help Roy although I’m sure he enjoys yard/garage-saleing.  

Our January meeting had a very nice turnout.  Thank you!  It’s rumored and confirmed that our National President 
Jack McManus will attend our February meeting as well as our rotating breakfast on Friday following our Thursday 
meeting.  For those not aware, Jack is one of the original 35 charter members and an original Memorial Committee 
member that designed, raised the funds and built the Memorial.  To view who our founders are, click here or type this 
URL: https://www.vva310.org/about-us/charter-members to your browser.  I think 8 or 9 of our founders are still alive.

Upcoming events: 
From former member Leroy Paige - 50TH Commemoration Ceremony at Belleville High School March 21st starting 
at 5PM.  If you haven’t received a 50th Commemorative Lapel Pin, now would be a good time to get pinned.   Leroy 
transferred to the Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528 several years ago and is coordinating this event between 528 and us. 
Leroy may attend our March meeting to speak about this event.

Katherine King, Public Affairs Specialist, Outreach Coordinator – Is currently planning Vietnam War Veterans Day 
event at the Ann Arbor VA.  Vietnam War Veterans Day is March 29th, which is a Saturday this year. Because it’s on a 
weekend, they are hoping to hold a breakfast and pinning event on Friday March 28th from approximately 9am – 1pm 
in the Welcome Center at the main lobby of the hospital.   Katherine may attend our March meeting to talk about this 
event.  

Sick Call:  Eric Downie fell while working in his basement and fractured his pelvis.  He said they put a “bunch” of 
screws around the fracture area and he will be good as new soon.   Update, Eric is now at the Glacier Hills rehab 
center. 

Arf,
V

February 2025 Chaplain’s Article
Gordon More

Love is the essential ingredient to any good relationship. It is demonstrated in the story of a wife who always fixed 
delicious meals by adding a secret ingredient in a can from the shelf that was labeled with a note: Do Not Open by 
Antone but Martha (the wife’s name).

Her husband could not stand the suspense—so, one day, when his wife was away, curiosity got the better of him, and 
he took the can from the shelf. He noticed that it was very light and wondered what this secret ingredient could 
possibly be. Very carefully, the husband took off the lid and noticed that the can was empty except for a piece of 
paper on the bottom. Taking it out, he read the following: Always add a pinch of love to everything you serve your 
family. It was signed by her grandmother and had been passed down to her through her mother. Words of wisdom 
indeed.

We call February the month of love, and I share the following scriptures regarding love and the fact that it is meant to 
be shared to be effective.

      (Continued on page 3)
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Jeremiah 31:3
QUOTE: The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying, I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you 
with an unfailing kindness.
Deut. 6:4,5
QUOTE: Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.                                                                          
Joshua 23:11
QUOTE: So take diligent heed to yourselves to love the LORD your God.

John 13:35
QUOTE: By this will all men know that you are my disciples if you have love one for another.

Proverbs 15:17
Better is a dish of vegetables where love is than a fattened ox served with hatred.

Love is so powerful when given to another. I have noticed that, when people do not know that they are loved by God, 
many have a difficult time loving people who are ideologically different. 

With a new president and staff, many will have a difficult time loving people who are different. Let us help such 
people by demonstrating God’s love for them through us.

God’s love to all,
Gordon

Vietnam Veterans of America
Charles S. Kettles Chapter 310

Regular Membership Meeting Minutes
Jon Luker

9 January 2025
Call to Order by President McCrumb at 1900 hrs.
Pledge of Allegiance
Opening Prayer: Tim Driscoll
Moment of Silence for POW/MIA’S, their families and those who are serving in hazardous places around 
the world.
Roll Call: A quorum was established.  Welcome Home Everyone!
New Members: None
Guests: None
President’s Report:  
Please see the President’s remarks online at https://vva310.org.  
Finance Report:  Bourne.  
Nonrestricted Fund Revenue: $4,150 donations for Memorial L/T Landscaping Plan and $855 from 
merchandise sales at the VA.

Nonrestricted Fund Expenses:  $3,250 of the above donation came from the Chapter.  We also paid our annual 
$450 website hosting fee.
Restricted Fund Revenue:  

 a. We received $6,130 more for the Ann Arbor VA Christmas Program bringing the total to over 
$18,760. 

 b. $1,000 donated for Support the Troops packing party.                                      (Continued on page 4)
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(From page 3)                                                 Restricted Fund Expenses: 
 a. $4,013 was paid to Linda Colby for the embroidered clothes given to VA patients for Christmas.
 b. $1,000 was spent for non-perishable food which was sent via truck to help North Carolina people              

recover from storm damage.
 c. $ 7 5 1 w a s u s e d t o p a y f o r 3 r d s t e a k d i n n e r u p g r a d e f o r VA p a t i e n t s .                                               

We’ll be emailing an updated version of the proposed 25/26 annual budget.  We will discuss, revise (if needed) 
and vote on the budget at the February meeting.
Thanks to a donation of labor from Certainty Construction and Son LLC, we finished Phase One of the Memorial 
Landscape plan $5,800 under budget.
AVVA Report: The AVVA report is no longer being printed in the Dispatch but is being emailed separately to 
those who request it.  The AVVA report is also online at https://vva310.org/newsletter.
Committee Reports:
Merchandise: Harrison – We had $855 of merchandise sales at the VA.  We will be there again on 21 
January.  Any help you provide will be appreciated.
Washtenaw County Council of Veterans:  The next meeting will be in February.
Michigan State Council: Driscoll reported that longtime State Treasurer Floyd Carmichael passed away.  
Gary Estermyer will take on his duties until a new treasurer is elected.
Memorial Maintenance: Phase One has been completed.  The grounds look rough now, due to the ongoing 
work, but will be cleaned up in time for Memorial Day activities and Fire Watch.  Additional bids are being 
solicited for remaining phases.  A fundraising committee has been formed to raise funds for the project.
Website: McCrumb. We have had over 456,671 hits since the website was last rebuilt.  We’ve modified the 
front page to make it easier to navigate.
Membership: McCrumb. We are officially at 219 members.
Newsletter:  No report.  As you know, it is not out yet.
Health Care: No report.
LTC Charles S. Kettles Medical Center: No report.
Old Business: None
New Business: MOTION by Luker, seconded by Harrison to transfer $50,000 from the LPL Financial 
investment account to Memorial Landscaping Project Restricted Fund.  This motion was approved at the 
board meeting.  Approved.
Good of the Order:
Feight – Thank you all for coming out to my talk. 
Driscoll – Fisher House is now seeking donations of gift cards from local area restaurants.  When people 
who are just arriving at Fisher House need food, Fisher House wants them to just be able to go to a 
restaurant and eat rather than having to try to make a meal from the food stores on hand. 
McCrumb – Milton Davis was the one who went shopping for the food for the North Carolina relief effort and 
found the transportation for the food.
McCrumb:  Breakfast on Friday will be at 0900 at Holiday’s Restaurant, 2080 W Stadium Blvd, Ann Arbor, 
MI 48103, (734) 668-1292.
Closing Prayer Tim Driscoll
Flag Salute
Meeting Adjourned at 1934.
From The Front: We did our annual pre-Christmas Care package program on November 10th mailing 68 
packages to military personnel all over the World.  Our efforts brought about nice morale boosting for 
them. We received the following from Airman SSgt Daniel Baumgardner. "Hello, I am a member of the 
180th FW in Swanton, Ohio and I am currently deployed in the Middle East. I received a care 
package from your organization and would like to say THANK YOU! The drawings and snacks are 
greatly appreciated! and the small tokens remind me of my kids truly help. 

https://vva310.org
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More Than Just A Name
By Vance McCrumb

 February was a tough month for Washtenaw County families with sons in Vietnam.  Twelve lost their lives from our 
surrounding communities of Milan, Chelsea, Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor, Belleville and Willis.  This month also has the 
distinction of having two killed on the same day, twice.  Clark Woodworth, Jr. and Roger Bulifant on 2/28/1966 and 
William Gouger Jr. and James Kirby on 2/11/1969.  

The late Pete Belaire and I worked together as we created the Memorial pages that has the pictures, and a short bio of 
each KIA.  That information came from John Kinzinger’s research for the Memorial and for his book Sacrifices Not 
Forgotten.  Some years ago I added the KIA images to the Dispatch when I was the editor instead of just listing their 
name on our newsletter’s front pages left sidebar.  

I worked on the KIA website pictures several times over the years which concluded with the American Flag 
background you now see on their website pages.  I’ve come to know each of them, beyond a picture, a name or gold 
flake etching.  

Having met the sister of Ronald Koch, Lynda Gladstone, Ronald is more than just a name. 

Exchanged emails with the widow of Captain David Wagener.  She emailed me the picture of 
David with his A1E aircraft now use on his page.  David is more than just a name. 

And a few family members who communicated with me via our website with additional info on 
their lived ones, are more than just a name.  

John K received a call several years ago from Sara Rodeck, the sister of Michael Hunter, who 
said she received a shadow box of Michael’s medals from someone who purchased it on Ebay.  
John called and asked if I would like to meet her when she presented the showdow box to him.  
Michael is more than just a name.

If you ask the Kinziger’s, Fredo, Luker, and Wendy from the Memorial Maintenance Committee 
and the surviving original Memorial committee members, and their wives, they will tell you that 
those gold flake etichigs are more than just a name. 

Arf, 

V 

P.S.  Please take a few minutes to review the five hero pages following this artice.

https://www.vva310.org/memorial
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Warrant Officer James Eugene Kirby was born on October 27, 1941, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Grover P. Kirby of Ann Arbor, Michigan. James graduated from Ann Arbor High 
School in 1958. James Kirby was a professional serviceman serving in the Marine Corps 
for four years before enlisting in the Army in November of 1964. He attended jump 
school at Fort Benning, Georgia, and later attended Air Force Flight school at Fort 
Rucker, Alabama. 

Warrant Officer Kirby was assigned to the 203rd Aviation Company, 223rd Aviation 
Battalion, 17th Aviation Group of the First Aviation Brigade in Phu Hiep, Binh Dinh 
Province, South Vietnam. 

Warrant Officer James Eugene Kirby began his tour of duty in Vietnam on November 2, 
1968. James was flying a mission on February 11, 1969, when his aircraft was hit by 

enemy antiaircraft fire and the aircraft crashed killing James instantly. 

James Eugene Kirby is survived by his parents, his wife, a son, and a daughter. He lived 27 years, 3 months and 14 
days. James is resting in the Bethlehem Cemetery in Ann Arbor, Michigan. His name is listed on the Vietnam 
Memorial located at the Ypsilanti Township under Ann Arbor. He is also listed on the Vietnam Memorial in 
Washington, DC on Panel 32W Line 013. 

Captain Clark Newell Woodworth, Jr.  was born on September 19, 1934, in Ann Arbor, Michigan to Clark and 
Rose Woodworth, Sr. Clark graduated from Ann Arbor High School in 1952, and from Michigan State University in 
1958. 

Captain Woodworth, Jr. began his career in the United States Army on January 2, 1959.  
He was assigned as the Drone Section Commander in the 503rd Aviation Company of 
the Third Armored Division, United States Army, Europe (Germany). He was based at 
Fliegerhorst Airfield, Hanau, Germany from September, 1961 to January, 1964. 

He also commanded C Company Seventh Battalion, Third Training Brigade at Fort 
Gordon, Georgia from December, 1964 to December of 1965. 

Clark began his tour in Vietnam on January 3, 1966, serving as an advisor with the 10th 
ARVN Infantry Division, Advisory Team 87, HQ, MACV Advisors, MACV. Captain 
Clark Newell Woodworth, Jr. was killed on February 28, 1966, as a result of multiple 
fragmentation wounds in Binh Thuy Province, South Vietnam. 

Captain Woodworth, Jr. is survived by his wife and a sister. He lived 31 years, 5 months 
and 9 days.
A memorial fund was set up in Clark’s honor. The Woodworth Library is a 40,000 volume library located inside the 
entrance at Fort Gordon, Georgia, which is named in honor of Clark. There is a portrait of Clark that is hung in the 
library that was painted by Norman Adams. 

Clark Newell Woodworth, Jr. is at rest in Arlington National Cemetery. His name is located under Ann Arbor on the 
Vietnam Memorial located at theYpsilanti Township, and is located on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on 
Panel 05E Line 092. 

https://www.vva310.org/james-eugene-kirby
https://www.vva310.org/clark-n-woodworth-jr
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Specialist 4 Larry Adams  was born on May 3, 1949, in Detroit, Michigan to 
Foster Adams and Merlin King. Larry attended Ypsilanti High School prior to 
enlisting in the Army on January 29,  1967.

Specialist 4 Adams went through Basic Training at Fort Leonard Wood before 
attending a ten week long helicopter maintenance course at Fort Rucker, Alabama. 
Larry started his tour of duty in An Kye, Thua Thien Province, South Vietnam on 
August 13, 1967. He served with B Company, 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion, 

11th Aviation Group, 1st Cavalry Division. Although trained as a helicopter 
mechanic, Larry was flying a mission on a helicopter as a gunner when the aircraft 
was struck by enemy small arms fire killing him instantly on February 23, 1968. 

Specialist 4 Larry Adams lived 18 years, 9 months and 20 days. He left behind his 
parents, a brother and a sister. Larry is resting in United Memorial Gardens in 

Plymouth, Michigan. His name is located on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ypsilanti. His 
name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 40E Line 072. 

Private Keith Arthur Stoddard  was born on September 20, 1950, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth R. Stoddard of Ypsilanti, Michigan. Keith is a 1968 
graduate of Ypsilanti High School. After graduation, he worked in the 
laboratory of the State Highway Department. He entered the Army in March 
of 1970. 

Private Stoddard began his tour of duty in Bien Hoa Province, South 
Vietnam serving as an Armor Crewman with Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company,
1st Battalion, 5th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. Keith was killed on 
February 1, 1971, due to the accidental self-detonation of an explosive 
device. 

Keith Arthur Stoddard is survived by his parents, one brother and five 
sisters. He lived 20 years, 4 months and 11 days. He is resting in Union-
Udell Cemetery in Ypsilanti, Michigan. Keith’s name is listed on the 
Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ypsilanti. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in 

Washington, DC on Panel 05W Line 073. 

Specialist 4 Stanley James Thompson  was born on December 2, 1942, in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan to Mr. James B. and Mrs. Mildred Thompson. Stanley is a 
graduate of Ann Arbor High School and the Alexandra School of Cosmetology. 
He was also a former Washtenaw County Junior Deputy. He entered the Army 
and spent two years in Germany before re-enlisting in 1962. 

Specialist 4 Thompson began his tour of duty in Binh Duong Province, South 
Vietnam on September 21, 1965, serving as an infantryman with 3rd Platoon, A 
Company, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division. Stanley was killed 
on February 4, 1966, when he stepped on a Viet Cong land mine. 

Stanley James Thompson is survived by his parents and wife. He lived 23 years 
2 months and 2 days. Stanley’s name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in 
Ypsilanti Township under Ann Arbor. His name also appears on the Vietnam 

Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 05E Line 001. 

https://www.vva310.org/adams
https://www.vva310.org/adams
https://www.vva310.org/stoddard
https://www.vva310.org/stanley-james-thompson
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Specialist 5 Kenneth Lige Fulton was born on September 7, 1946, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Lige Fulton, Jr. of Willis, Michigan. Kenneth is a 1964 graduate of Lincoln High 
School where he was the senior class president and recipient of the Willie Heston 
Sports Hall of Fame Award as the school’s outstanding scholar-athlete. He played 
football, basketball and track. He attended Eastern Michigan University in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan prior to entering the Army in 1966. 

Specialist 5 Fulton began his tour of duty in Tay Ninh Province, South Vietnam on 
February 28, 1967, serving as a Medical Non-Commissioned Officer with B Company, 
588th Engineering Battalion, 79th Engineering Group, 20th Engineering Brigade. 
Kenneth was on a convoy in the Mekong Delta when it was ambushed. He was killed 
on February 15, 1968, as a result of multiple fragmentation wounds. 

According to a posting from Jack Engle, “...a plea for help was made and SP5 Fulton 
answered the call without concern for himself, as he always had for the last year. ‘Doc’ did not have to be in the 
position he was in, he could and should have been in the rear until the area was secured. He had less than 15 days 
before going back to his earthly home, but yet chose to be where his ‘duty’ was. Instead, he went to his heavenly 
home. Going to the aid of a fellow soldier in need, he was killed in action.” 

Kenneth Lige Fulton is survived by his wife, a daughter and his parents. He lived 21 years, 5 months and 8 days. 
He is resting in Michigan Memorial Park in Flat Rock, Michigan. Kenneth’s name is listed on the Vietnam 
Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ypsilanti. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, 
DC on Panel 39E Line 047. 

Private First Class Ronald Lee Koch was born on December 17, 1947, in Ann Arbor, Michigan to Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbert Koch of Lima Township, Michigan. Ronald is a 1966 graduate of Chelsea High School in Chelsea, 
Michigan. He worked for the Larowe Feed Company in Chelsea before entering 
the Army on March 2, 1967. He received his Basic Training at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky and Advanced Training at Fort Polk, Louisianna. 

Private First Class Koch began his tour of duty in Binh Duong Province, South 
Vietnam on July 27, 1967, serving as an infantryman with A Company, 1st 
Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division. Ronald was killed on February 6, 
1968, from shrapnel wounds sustained in an explosion. 

Ronald Lee Koch is survived by his parents, a brother and a sister. He lived 20 
years 1 month and 19 days. He is resting in Oak Grove Cemetery in Chelsea, 
Michigan. Ronald’s name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti 
Township under Chelsea. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in 
Washington, DC on Panel 37E Line 060. 

https://www.vva310.org/fulton
https://www.vva310.org/robert-lee-koch
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Honor And Remember
Specialist 4 Jimmie Sherrill Warren was born on December 30, 1948, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Sherrill Warren of Milan, Michigan. 

Jimmie is a 1967 graduate of Dundee High School in Dundee, Michigan. He entered 
the Army in January of 1968 completing his Basic Training at Fort Knox, Kentucky. 

Specialist 4 Warren began his tour of duty in Cu Chi, Tay Ninh Province on August 16, 
1968, serving as a Radio Operator with Headquarters and Headquarters Company,  2nd 
Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. Jimmie was killed on February 23, 
1969, as a result of enemy small arms fire.  Jimmie Sherrill Warren is survived by his 
parents. He lived 20 years, 1 month and 23 days. He is resting in Shephard Memorial 
Park in Hendersonville, North Carolina. Jimmie’s name is listed on the Vietnam 
Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Milan. His name also appears on the Vietnam 

Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 31W Line 029. 

Private First Class Bulifant of Belleville enlisted in the Marine Corps in July of 
1965. Roger was serving with F Company, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, 3rd Marine 
Division in the Hue – Phu Bai area of Thua Thien Province, South Vietnam as a 
rifleman. He died as a result of multiple fragmentation wounds on February 28, 
1966.
Roger Dean Bulifant is survived by his parents and one sister. He lived 18 years, 10 
months and 22 days. Roger’s name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti 
Township under Ypsilanti. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in 
Washington, DC on Panel 05E Line 084.

Corporal Robert Conover Piercy was born on September 29, 1946, in 
Cincinnati, Ohio to Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Piercy of Milan, Michigan. Robert is a 
1966 graduate of Milan High School. He received his Advanced Infantry Training at Camp Pendleton, California 

before being stationed at Quantico, Virginia.
Thua Thien Province, South Vietnam on September 22, 1967, serving as a rifleman with 
B Company, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine Division, III Marine Amphibious 
Forces. Robert was killed when his unit received heavy small arms automatic weapons 
fire that struck him on February 7, 1968.
 
Robert Conover Piercy is survived by his father and stepmother. He lived 21 years 4 
months and 8 days. He is resting in Marble Park Cemetery in Milan, Michigan. Robert's 
name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Milan. His name 
also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 38E Line 01.

https://www.vva310.org/jammie-sherrill-warren
https://www.vva310.org/bulifant
https://www.vva310.org/robert-conover-piercy


10 of 12www.vva310.org

Honor And Remember

Specialist 4 William David Gouger, Jr.  was born on May 3, 1949, to Mr. and 
Mrs William D. Gouger, Sr. of Ypsilanti, Michigan. William is a 1967 graduate of 
Lincoln High School. He attended Eastern Michigan University before entering the 
Army. Specialist 4 Gouger began his tour of duty in Long An Province, South 
Vietnam on October 26, 1968, serving as an infantryman with E Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. William was killed on February 11, 
1969, from enemy small arms fire. According to a posting by Joseph Bogucki, "I 
served in Nam with Bill Gouger with Recon 2nd/60th Inf. 9th Inf Div. We called him 
'Big G'. An avid hunter and outdoorsman, Bill was our platoon's unofficial armorer. 
'G' was a big man, but as kind and gentle as any you would ever meet. Rest in Peace, 
Big G." Bill was awarded the Silver Star (Posthumously). 

William David Gouger, Jr. is survived by his parents and a brother. He lived 19 
years, 9 months and 8 days. He is resting in Michigan Memorial Park in Flat Rock, 
Michigan. William's name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township 
under Milan. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on 

Panel 32W Line 012.

Lieutenant Robert Clarence Marvin. (MIA) was born on February 10, 1940, in Boone, Iowa to Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence R. Marvin of Dexter, Michigan. Robert is a 1958 graduate of Greenville 
High School in Boone, Iowa. Bob earned a Navy Scholarship and attended the 
University of Michigan where he was a member of the Naval ROTC program. He 
was commissioned upon graduating in 1962. 

Lieutenant Marvin flew 111 missions from the U.S.S. Kitty Hawk before going to 
the U.S.S. Hancock with VA-115, Task Force 77, 7th Fleet operating in the Gulf of 
Tonkin, North Vietnam. According to a synopsis written on the POW Network, “On 
February14, 1967, Marvin flew an A1H (Skyraider) from the Hancock on a mission. 
His plane developed trouble shortly after takeoff.  The day was overcast. The Navy 
searched the area for two days but did not find any debris or sign of Marvin or his 
plane.” 

Robert Clarence Marvin is survived by his parents, wife, a son, and a brother. He 
lived 27 years, 3 months and 14 days. He was awarded 10 Air Medals, the National 
Defense Medal, Navy Commendation Medal and the South Vietnamese 
Government’s Armed Services Expeditionary Medal. Robert’s body was never recovered, but his name is listed on 
the Vietnam Memorial as “Missing In Action (MIA). His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti 
Township under Ann Arbor and  in Washington, DC on the Vietnam Wall on Panel 15E Line 028. 

https://www.vva310.org/william-david-gouger-jr
https://www.vva310.org/robert-clarence-marvin-mia
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Dispatch Patrons
Larry St. Antoine ~ Sept. 2025
Elizabeth Wong ~ Sept. 2026
Hank Woods ~ in memory of Past President Paul Dumsch ~ Sept. 2032
Stan Harrison in nonor of Russ Michalke ~ March 2026
Ralph Henry ~ Nov. 2026
Steve & Shirley Hitte ~ June 2034
Ray Hunter ~ Dec. 2032
Darlene Imus ~ Jan. 2027
Jane & John Kinzinger ~ June 2027
Del Mayes ~ March 2025
Alfred (Fredo) Merritt ~ March 2026
Ronald Oliver ~ August 2027
Paulo & Ann Dempsey Pereira ~ Oct. 2027 
Sandy Martinez ~ Nov. 2027
Linda Laey-Leonard ~ In Memory of (KIA) Lavern Lamey ~ July 2027  
Alice Lee ~ March 2031
Dave P. & Gloria G, Marshall ~ June 2027
Bruce Ross ~ March 2028
Flenn Sakcriska ~ Nov. 2026
Jim Sharp ~ April 2031
John C. Shook ~ July 2028
James Alford ~ Dec. 2025
George Boone ~ Feb. 2029
Berryman Bourne ~ Aug. 2026
Cynthia Calhoun ~ April 2026
Gary L. Couture ~ Dec. 2026
Sarah and Brent Gephart, Sr. ~ March 2031 
Louis Kennedy ~ Sept. 2027 
Sara Rodeck, in memory of her brother (KIA) Michael Hunter ~ September 2026

If VVA 310 members or others receiving the Dispatch via USPS desire to assist with the printing cost, a suggested 
donation would be: one year at $12.00, two years at $22.00, and three years at $30.00. Payment can be made payable 
to VVA 310 and mailed to P.O. Box 3221, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3221 indicating Dispatch on the memo line. 

All other donations may be made payable to VVA 310 at the same mailing address by indicating ‘Donation’ on the 
memo line. 

VVA 310 award-winning newsletter reaches approximately 500 people each month with 100 mailed USPS, 50 hits off 
the website (www.vva310.org), and 350 emailed. With good stewardship and networking, the cost to print the 
Dispatch approximates $1,250 per year.



Who We Are
Chapter President: Vance McCrumb
Vice President: Marv Rivers
Secretary: Jon Luker
Treasurer: Berry Bourne
Chaplain: Rev. Gordon Moore
Sergeant-at-Arms: Eric Downie
Membership: Vance McCrumb
Dispatch Editor: Paulo-Juarez Pereira

Website: https://www.vva310.org
Follow us on Facebook  
Contact: membership@vva310.org
USPS:  VVA 310
             P.O. Box 3221
             Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3221

Vietnam Veterans of America
Charles S. Kettles Chapter 310
P.O. Box 3221
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3221

Please Forward.  Thank You

Please Direct Any Quetions About Membership or Our Website To: membership@vva310.org
Thank You! 

https://www.vva310.org/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=vva%20310

