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Together We Make A Difference

310 Dispatch

As many of you are aware, past Ypsilanti Township Supervisor Wesley Prater, age 90, 
passed away Monday April 7th.  Wes was the key factor in allowing the Memorial 
Committee and Chapter to build the Washtenaw County Vietnam Veterans War 
Memorial on the Ypsilanti Township property.  Click here to view his obituary.  RIP 
Wes!

Berry Bourne, Jon Luker, Stan Harrison and I held a meeting to discuss our last  
recognition dinner. Should we continue the dinner in its current format?  We sold 42 
tickets which included family members:, and of the 30 or so VIP tickets mailed, only 
four VIPs were in attendance.  We have had more members at a Chapter meeting that 
we have had at the last two rec dinners.  

How do we do we get more members to participate? Luker suggested having a Chapter 
family picnic and Stan suggested a bouncy tent for the kids and games for all at VFW 
Post 423.  We would continue to recognize members as in the past, but using a more 
family orientated format. This will be discussed and voted on at our next BOD and 
membership meetings.

As my previous email stated, our newsletter editor Paulo has retired effective 
immediately!  I’m still looking for someone to step-up and become our editior of our 
award-winning newsletter.  We do have an Apple laptop that we purchased for Paulo 
to use in producing the newsletter that will be available. Please, contact me if 
interested.  Training will be provided.

There continues to be a lot of activity on the Memorial’s grounds.  We finally got the 
firewood shredded and moved to the west side of the berm, as ground cover. The 
grounds were a bit damp and we did manage to get the Bobcat stuck, twice.  The first 
time Jon was able to get it moving but the second time required some assistance from 
Ypsi Twp.  Stan Harrison said he hopes he never sees another hunk of shredded bark.  

The VA hosted an event honoring Vietnam Veterans in the hospital’s lobby on Friday 
before Vietnam Veterans Day.  There was a nice display about the War as well as my 
trifold display of our Memorial.  USAF Brigadier General Carol Ann Fausone (Ret.) 
did the pinning and Debbie Dingell was in the receiving line to great each veteran 
receiving the commenortive pin. There were eight Chapter members there including 
myself,  Brian Graef, Nelson Bauder, Dave Draper, Fredo, Stan Harrison, Ralph Henry, 
Bill Coleman, and Horace Frazier.  There may have been others but I didn’t see them.  
If you didn’t have the chance to get a commermortive pin, see me.  I have three extra 
ones.

(See President’s report on page 2)

President’s Report

https://www.starkfuneral.com/obituary/wesley-prater
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 (President’s Report)
On March 8th I attended the Michigan State Council meeting in Howell along with Jon Luker and Sandie Wilson.  
Minutes from that meeting will be posted as soon as I receive them from MSC secretary, Gary Estermyer. 

WCCV March 13th meeting was cancelled due to a scheduling conflict and rescheduled for April 21st, which I missed.  
March’s merchandise sales at the VA was per, Stan, the worst he’s seen.  But we did have a nice donation from a member 
which did hep.  Thank you, Bob.  The April sales was much better at $758.00.  And we did have our monthly visit from 
the MRI hat lady, Tammy.  She buys several hats a month that she donates to veterans visiting her MRI department.  
Thank You, Tammy!

Chapter Jackets - Below are the sizes and number of Chapter jackets we have in stock.  The price is $105.00 without 
your name or $110.00 with your name and all patches are included.   
M - 1, XL - 2, 2XL - 3, 3XL – 1

I would like us to give some thought to working in concert with VFW and American Legion to start an annual turkey or 
ham donations around Thanksgiving and Christmas?  We can consider a press release of some type to announce the 
program.  Something of this nature would be great publicity and maybe increase our respective memberships. Email 
(dogman2@reagan.com) me your thoughts, please.  And, no, I haven’t discussed this with the VFW or AL  

Chaplain’s Corner - Rev. Gordon (G-Man) Moore 

Continuing the theme of putting ourselves into the time period of what we read trying better to understand with some 
degree of accuracy the context of statements, let us consider what the followers of Christ were feeling through the trial, 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.

He had informed them of his coming death at the last supper. He then went to the Mount of Olives to pray with those 
who were closest to him. While he prayed earnestly, for what was about to happen, his disciples slept. So, when their 
sleep was interrupted by the intrusion of soldiers and religious leaders.  It was a shock.  Even though their mind knew 
something was going to happen, they did not know how. Those of us who have been in combat have had similar 
feelings. Like walking into an ambush. 

Then they witnessed the mock trial with fabricated witnesses and watched as the sentence of death was pronounced. 
What a sweep of emotions must have been theirs. Here was Christ helping so many people and having his intentions 
questions and misunderstood. 

After his death they were in hiding not knowing what awaited them. Then came Easter and Mary’s announcement that 
Jesus was alive, just like he had stated he would be. Confusion led to joy. 

Then came Jesus’ meeting with the disciples on a few occasions. Disbelief turned to a wonderful belief. All this was to 
solidify the truth of what he had been teaching with a disciples’ pronouncement, “You are the Christ!” Faith was turned 
to understanding. 

But what about the following days, weeks and months, as they were hunted down? They must have felt fear and had to 
reconcile that emotion with what they had observed to be true. And then Jesus’ instruction that they would suffer for 
being his disciples and die…all except John the Beloved who would suffer and be banished to the Island of Patmos 
where he would be rewarded with the revelation of what was to come.

Combat vets know what it is like to hunt down the “enemy” and sometimes to be hunted themselves. It floods the body 
with emotional swings and sharpens the thought process.
                                                                                                                                                   (See Chapllain’s Corner page 3)
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(Chaplain’s Coener)
So this Easter let’s both rejoice and appreciate what Jesus and his disciples have done to procure our salvation and 
provide a record so we come to realize that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.

Praise be to God for His wondrous gifts of life and eternal life. May His peace fill you to overflowing. 

Gordon
Looking Back - John Kinzinger

The following is how I remember our VVA Chapter 310 living our VVA motto during the Iraq War. 
 It was 2003; the bitter taste of how it was when we returned home from war was still burning in our memories. All 
indications were that our US military was going to do battle in Iraq before long.  As Chapter 310 President at that 
time, we discussed what we could do once we entered troops in that war.  The University of Michigan Diag was the 
crucible for the Vietnam War protests on campus. Not knowing when the US would get involved, I suggested that we 
hold a Support Our Troops rally on the University of Michigan Diag the Saturday after the US entered the war.   So, 
everyone knew when and where, just not exactly when the US would enter it.

Many of us stood on the steps of the Graduate Library, unfurled and held an American Flag that amazingly just fit 
inside the steps area.  This Flag was about twenty by forty feet in size. It was beautiful and grand.  We all loudly sang 
the National Anthem a few times. Several of us made speeches using a bullhorn.

During this first rally, there were over 100 cards signed by attendees to send to our troops. This was the inertia that got 
us started sending Care Packages to our troops. I will cover Care Packages in a future article. Later, we made a large 
banner that supporters signed in support. At the Diag rally, there were four anti-war, female students wearing tutus 
who tried to detract from our rally. That was a very stupid attempt, as our rally group that numbered about 75 would 
have nothing to do with them.

This was the beginning of weekly Saturday rallies for seven or eight weeks. At the end of each rally, we announced 
the different location for the following Saturday. Parents, siblings, children and friends of those troops going overseas 
or preparing to go attended these rallies. Many of those attending held framed photos of their loved ones involved. 
Some of these followers even volunteered to speak at the succeeding rallies, giving us strong voices of support.

Our VVA Chapter owned a dog tag machine. Before each rally, we made up 50-75 special dog tags with chains for 
that specific rally and sold them for five dollars. After the first rally, you could recognize whoever had attended 
previous rallies, as they were wearing their collection of tags. And, the funds generated from the sale of these special 
dog tags provided the funds required to mail Care Packages to troops overseas. 

We obtained whatever permits/approvals we needed. After the initial rally at the University Diag, we held them in 
Milan, Chelsea, and Ypsilanti Township, Ypsilanti High School, Ann Arbor Veterans Memorial Park, and Belleville 
Lutheran Church.  At every rally we had 75 to 100 supporters join us. For several of the rallies, we had radio 
personality “Bubba” from W4 Country emcee the event. Each rally was a little different, but they were all special and 
VVA310 was living our Chapter motto. However, there was one that was a little more significant. It was one of our 
last ones. It was in the Ypsilanti High School parking lot.  Those of us speaking were on a stage, and the supporters 
were standing in the parking lot.  As I was speaking, I noticed a dignified gentleman in a dress Army officer’s uniform 
pushing a woman in a wheelchair. The wheelchair had an American Flag attached to it. There were many American 
Flags visible among the attendees, but this one was special. When the program ended, I made my way directly to that 
man and introduced myself. He responded, saying he was retired Lt. Col. Charles Kettles, lived just down the street, 
and that he had heard about this rally.

                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                   (See Looking Back Page 4)
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(Looking Back)
And, you know what happened years later after that introduction. For me, that was the beginning of a long friendship 
with him and his wife, Ann.

And, quite appropriately, our last Support Our Troops rally was at the Ypsilanti Township Civic Center, near our 
Vietnam Memorial.

Next month CARE PACKAGES

Vietnam Veterans of America
Charles S. Kettles Chapter 310

Regular Membership Meeting Minutes

10 April 2025
Call to Order by Vice President Marv Rivers at 1900
Flag Salute: Rivers
Opening Prayer: Bob Bull
Moment of Silence for POW/MIA’S, their families and those who are serving in hazardous places around the 
world.
Roll Call: A quorum was established.  Welcome Home Everyone!
New Members: Hernando Tena served in the Air Force at Selfridge Air Base during the Vietnam War.  He then 
became a psychotherapist and is now semi-retired.
Guests: None.
Remembering Wes Prater – Rivers/Milton Davis:  When the City of Ann Arbor refused to allow us to build a 
monument to fallen Vietnam Veterans in Veterans Park, Wes Prater, then Ypsilanti Township Supervisor, invited us 
to come to Ypsilanti Township to see if we could find a suitable place.  When we arrived, Wes had a map of all the 
Township’s property and asked us where we would put it if we could put it anywhere we wanted.  We walked the 
grounds, picked a place and Wes made it happen.  Since then, his passion for supporting veterans has been passed on 
to the elected officials and employees alike so that we are still getting great support from the township.  We will 
remember Wes as a former firefighter, former township trustee then supervisor and former Washtenaw County 
Commissioner as well as a great human being.
Motion: by Harrison/Cothorn to approve the March Minutes published in the Dispatch.  Approved.
Adjourn to Nominations:
Nominations were conducted by Marv Rivers.  No new people were nominated.  There we no contested positions.
Motion by Frye, seconded by Harrison to direct the secretary to enter a unanimous vote for the slate.  Approved.  The 
following elected officials were sworn in by National Board Member At Large, Sandie Wilson:

President: Vance McCrumb
Vice President:  Stan Harrison
Treasurer: Berry Bourne
Secretary: Jon Luker
Sergeant at Arms: Eric Downie 
One-year board members Bob Bull, Bob Kwiecinski and Tim Driscoll
Two-year board members Dale Throneberry, Marv Rivers and Budd Frye

Recall to Order
Officer Reports:

President’s Report:  
Please see the President’s remarks online at https://vva310.org.  Vance is not present tonight because 
he is in Montana with his kids, grandchildren and great grandchildren.  

Finance Report:  Bourne.  Reports were emailed to the board.  Reports are also available to members via email 
upon request.

https://vva310.org
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Nonrestricted Fund Revenue: 
a.     $549 general fund donation $500 of which was for the Memorial Grounds Improvement Project.
b.     $456 merchandise sales and donations less $154 cost of goods sold. 
Nonrestricted Fund Expenses:
a.     $1,800 VFW Post 423 annual donation plus WiFi access
b.     $1,266 - $1,000 Prepayment to Caterer for Annual Recognition Dinner plus $266 expenses
c.     $188 Post Office box rental.  This cost is going up much faster than the consumer price index.
Restricted Fund Revenue:  
a.   $5,657 donations to Vietnam Memorial Long-term Landscaping Plan with total donations to date of                             

$25,617
b.    $330 donations to Vietnam Memorial Maintenance Fund
Restricted Fund Expenses:   Nothing of significance.
Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Fund Balance:
1.    $25,617 balance in Vietnam Memorial Long-term Landscaping Restricted Account represents  

donations only
2.     $26,877 balance in Construction-in-Process represents total funds expended on project to date

AVVA Report: The AVVA report is no longer being printed in the Dispatch but is being emailed separately to 
those who request it.  The AVVA report is also online at https://vva310.org/newsletter.

Committee Reports:
Merchandise: Harrison – We had poor sales at the VA because VA employees were concerned about whether they 

were going to lose their jobs.  Of the slightly more than $400 we collected, $200 was a donation. We will be 
back at the VA again a week from Tuesday.  As always, we’d appreciate help opening and closing.  Of course, 
help during our sales time is also appreciated.

Washtenaw County Council of Veterans: Bull - Our next meeting is a week from Monday.  We are still looking for 
veteran-related organizations to join the council.  The organization doesn’t need to be chartered, nor does it 
need to be restricted to veterans.  Any organization with some veteran members should be encouraged to join 
the council and make their voice heard.

Michigan State Council: No report.  No meeting this month.
Memorial Maintenance: Merritt - Schedules are out for cutting crews.  We have one opening because Ed Scruggs will 

not be able to do it this year.  Please see me if you are interested.  All the scrub brush and dead trees have been 
removed, the wood split and chipped and the chips distributed behind the berm as planned.  The Memorial 
lights are now being powered from our new barn.  Unfortunately, the wires that control our irrigation system 
were cut in the process.  Oasis Irrigation is planning to make that repair, turn the irrigation system on and 
assess damage to it caused by our construction traffic (so far) as soon as the threat of freezing weather is behind 
us.  Leppek Landscaping is expected to start work in the middle of this month, weather permitting.  We expect 
that our 10-year project will be about 1/3 completed by Memorial Day.

Website: We have had over 467,299 hits since the website was last rebuilt.  That means we’ve had 648 hits since our 
March report.

Membership: We have about 219 members.
Newsletter:  No report.
Health Care: Wilson.  A study performed by Wayne State University shows that when Tilapia fish in the Tittabawassee 

River were fed Bentonite Clays along with their regular diet, their blood showed normal toxin levels.  One 
wonders why we continue to send troops into contaminated areas without feeding them this same clay.  The 
answer is that the regulations placed on human studies are so stringent that hardly anybody can perform human 
studies anymore.
Another interesting result was that when male fish with toxins in their blood were allowed to procreate with 
female fish that had no toxins in their blood, the offspring showed toxins in their blood – proving that males 
can pass on their toxic exposures despite VA claims to the contrary.

https://vva310.org
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Honor And Remember
Finally, there are 19 different diseases that children of female vets can be tested for.  Children shown to be 
exposed are eligible to file claims for the injuries caused by their mother’s service.  It is important that we 
urge the parents of these children to file these claims.  Not just because they might obtain needed help, but 
also because doing so will help the VA and other researchers understand the nature and extent of the problem 
so that an effective means can be developed to prevent toxic exposures or to mitigate them.

LTCCSKMC: No report.
Unfinished Business:  None.
New Business:

Motion by Luker, seconded by Frye to authorize the treasurer to spend up to $3,000 total for the relief of the 
National Guard members impacted by the storm of 11 days ago in northern Michigan.  Approved.

Good of the Order:
Rivers:  The Annual Dinner will be on Saturday, 12 April, at UAW Local 898, 8975 Textile Rd. in Ypsilanti. We need 

volunteers to help set up at noon.  Doors open to the public at 1700.  Dinner will be served at 1800.  We’ll 
also need help selling tickets at the door and selling raffle tickets.  Tickets are 15 bucks and are available here 
or at the door.  This will be where all the cool kids will be.

Merritt: Due to Wesley Prater’s passing, we will not have a chapter breakfast on Friday.  Instead, we ask all 
members to gather at First Free Will Baptist Church, 1244 Holmes Road, Ypsilanti for his visitation at 1030 
on Friday.  Please be dressed in a Chapter shirt, Chapter jacket and Chapter hat as we will render civilian 
honors before the funeral service which starts at 1100.

Draper: Joe Palazzolo is going through his third heart surgery next week.
Bill Coleman is having his gallbladder removed next week.  Please keep them in your prayers.

Bull: We have been working on the green alert for some time.  It would mean people could report missing veterans 
to the police as soon as they are noticed, and a green alert would be broadcast at that time.  The Michigan 
house is now working on a bill to make that happen.  Michigan State Police decided to put the 988 number on 
all its cars. One store that posted the 988-poster said they had four people come in later and told the store that 
that sign saved their life.  My wife is going through cancer surgery next Thursday.  I have a grandson who 
was told he has 6 months to live due to his cancer.  I would appreciate your prayers for my family and myself.

Closing Prayer Bob Bull

Eidtor’s note - If you received this newsletter via email, the underlined names are linkable back to their page on our 
website, which has a more detailed bio.  If this was mailed to you, you will have to go to www.vva310.org/memorial 
to read a more detailed bio.  

Sergeant Charles Patrick Brown  was born on December 27, 1947 in Ann Arbor, Michigan to 
Mr. and Mrs. Chester A. Brown. Charles graduated from Ann Arbor High School in 1966. 

Charles was wounded twice during combat operations, and recovered from malaria two times. 
He just returned to his unit in April after being discharged from the hospital when he was 
killed on May 21, 1968 as a result of multiple fragmentation wounds. 

Charles Patrick Brown is survived by his parents and one sister. He lived 20 years, 4 months 
and 24 days. He is resting in Washtenong Memorial Park in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Charles’ 
name is listed on the Vietnam Memori- al in Ypsilanti Township under Ann Arbor. His name 
also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 64E Line 012.

Honor And Remember

https://www.vva310.org/charles-patrick-brown
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Sergeant Charles Irvin Miller was born on March 2, 1946 in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
to Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Miller of Ann Arbor, Michigan. Charles is a 1964 graduate of 
Ann Arbor High School. 

Charles was killed by an explosive device on May 13, 1968. He was posthumously 
promoted to Sergeant and awarded the Bronze Star Medal, Good Conduct Medal, and 
Purple Heart. 

Charles Irvin Miller is survived by his parents and two sisters. He lived 22 years, 2 
months and 11 days. He is resting in Bethlehem Cemetery in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Charles’ name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ann 
Arbor. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 
59E Line 029. 

George Vernon Airey, Jr. was born on July 21, 1944 to Mr. and Mrs. George V. Airey, 
Sr. of Ann Arbor. George, Jr. is the son of the President of G.V. Airey Building Company.  
He is a 1962 graduate of Ann Arbor High School, and also studied construction and 
building at Ferris State University and Lansing Community College prior to enlisting in the 
Army.
Specialist 4 Airey, Jr. enlisted in the Army in 1966 and received his training at Fort Carson, 
Colorado.  At 0705 on 09 May, the Battalion came under attack by North Vietnamese 
Army forces. Specialist 4 George Vernon Airey, Jr died of multiple fragmentation wounds. 
His name is listed under Ann Arbor on the Ypsilanti Township Vietnam Memorial, and on 

Panel 57E Line 012 on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, 
DC. 

Specialist 4 Billy Ferrell was born on February 27, 1951 in Prestonburg, Kentucky to 
Mr. and Mrs. Hobert Ferrell of Ypsilanti, Michigan. Billy attended Ypsilanti High School prior 
to enlisting in the Army on January 27, 1969. 
Specialist 4 Ferrell completed his Basic Training at Fort Knox, Kentucky, and then attended 
Parachutist School at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Billy began his tour of duty in Binh Dinh 
Province, South Vietnam on November 24, 1969.  He was killed as a result of a severe gun shot 
wound to his chest on May 29, 1970. 
Billy Ferrell is survived by his parents, three brothers and eight sisters. He lived 19 years, 3 
months and 2 days. He is resting in Highland Cemetery in Ypsilanti, Michigan. Billy’s name is 

listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ypsilanti. His name also appears on 
the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 10W Line 117. 

Private First Class Paul Dean Elwart was born on June 14, 1946 to Mr. and Mrs. 
David G. Elwart of Ypsilanti, Michigan. Paul is a 1964 Honor graduate of Sacred Heart 
High School in Dearborn, Michigan and entered the Army in September of 1968. 

Paul was killed on May 12, 1969 due to multiple fragmentation wounds just three months 
and three days into his tour of duty “In-Country.”

Paul Dean Elwart is survived by his parents and a brother. He lived 22 years, 10 months 
and 26 days. Paul’s name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under 
Ypsilanti. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 
25W Line 067. 

https://www.vva310.org/charles-irvin-miller
https://www.vva310.org/george-vernon-airey-jr
https://www.vva310.org/ferrell
https://www.vva310.org/elwart
https://www.vva310.org/elwart
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Specialist 5 Robert Lee Freeman was born on April 2, 1948 in Harlan, Kentucky to Mr. and 
Mrs. Olin Gilbert. Robert is a 1966 graduate of Willow Run High School in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan.

Specialist 5 Freeman entered the Army in April of 1967. Robert was killed as a result of enemy 
heavy arms fire on May 18, 1969 after serving “In-Country” for one month and nine days.

Robert Lee Freeman is survived by his parents and a sister. He lived 21 years, 1 month and 16 
days. He is resting in Knollwood Memorial Park in Wayne County, Michigan. 

Robert’s name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ypsilanti. His 
name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 24W Line 040. 

Corporal Alan Hugh Parks was born on November 13, 1948 to Mr. and Mrs. Max 
Parks of Bronson, Michigan. Alan graduated from Union City High School in 1966. 
Alan Hugh Parks entered the Army on August 21, 1969. Alan was trained as an Armor 
Reconnaissance Specialist and served with A Troop, First Squadron, First Cavalry, Americal 
Division in Vietnam beginning his tour on January 11, 1970. Corporal Parks was stationed 
at Chu Lai and died as a result of burns when the vehicle he was driving was hit by enemy 
fire on May 27, 1970 in Quang Tin Province, South Vietnam
Corporal Alan Hugh Parks is survived by his parents, wife, daughter, sister, and three 
brothers. He lived 21 years, 6 months and 14 days. Manchester on the Vietnam Memorial 
located in Ypsilanti Township, and on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 10W Line 110.

Sergeant Peter Lyle Valencich was born on January 1, 1947 in Ann Arbor, Michigan to 
Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Naomi Gidley Valencich of Manchester, Michigan. Peter is a 
1965 graduate of Manchester High School where he was a member of the Varsity 
Basketball Team. He was employed with the Double A Product Company in 
Manchester before entering the Army on May 16, 1966. He went through Basic 
Training at Fort Reily, Kansas, and was awarded the medal for the highest scorer on 
the Army's Proficiency Test while in Basic.

Sergeant Valencich began his tour of duty near Tan Tru, South Vietnam on December 
1, 1966 serving as an infantryman with A Company, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th 
Infantry Division. Peter was awarded the Bronze Star Medal for heroism in action 

having carried a helpless wounded comrade 75 meters to safety from an unprotected open area. He was killed 
on May 22, 1967 when he was helping to clear a mangrove by burning reeds when the fire set off a friendly 
mine.

Peter Lyle Valencich is survived by parents, a brother, and four sisters. He lived 20 years, 4 months and 21 
days. He is resting in the Oak Grove Cemetery in Manchester, Michigan. Peter's name is listed on the Vietnam 
Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Manchester. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in 
Washington, DC on Panel 20E Line 088.

https://www.vva310.org/freeman
https://www.vva310.org/alan-hugh-parks
https://www.vva310.org/peter-lyle-valencich
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Private First Class Roy Lee Branham was born on March 28, 1949 in Lancer, 
Kentucky to Mrs. Edra Sester. Roy lived in Ypsilanti for ten years before moving to 
Dexter where he lived for seven years.

Private First Class Branham entered the Army on September 1, 1966 and died on 
May 11, 1967 at the 106th General Hospital in Japan of wounds received in April. 
Roy was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star Medal recognizing his 
meritorious service while participating in combat operations in Vietnam. 

Roy Lee Branham is survived by his mother, one brother and a sister. He lived for 
18 years, 1 month and 13 days. He is resting in Washtenong Memorial Park in Ann 

Arbor, Michigan. 

Roy Branham is the youngest person from Washtenaw County killed in Vietnam. He is listed on the 
Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Dexter. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial 
in Washington, DC on Panel 19E Line 089. 

Specialist 4 James Wilson Harter was born on May 16, 1947 to Mr. Henry W. 
and Mrs. Helen G. Carey Harter of Dexter, Michigan. James is a 1967 graduate 
of Dexter High School in Dexter, Michigan. He entered the Army on February 
13, 1968.

Specialist 4 Harter began his tour of duty in Binh Long Province, South Vietnam 
on July 13, 1968 as a Combat Engineer serving with B Company, 31st 
Engineering Battalion, 79th Engineering Group, 20th Engineering Brigade. 
James was killed during a fire-fight with two enemy platoons on May 12, 1969.

James Wilson Harter is survived by his parents, two sisters and a brother. Two 
of his brothers preceded him in death in 1961 and 1968. He lived 21 years, 11 
months and 26 days. He is resting in Forest Lawn Cemetery in Dexter, Michigan. James' name is listed on 
the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Dexter. His name also appears on the Vietnam 
Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 25W Line 070.

https://www.vva310.org/roy-lee-branham
https://www.vva310.org/jason-harter
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Storekeeper Third Class James Michael Bryan was born on November 2, 1946 in 
Portsmouth, Ohio to Mr. and Mrs. Wallace R. Bryan. James is a 1964 graduate of 
Milan High School. He attended Cleary College prior to entering the Navy on 
December 29, 1965.  

James was stationed at Da Nang, Quang Nam Province, South Vietnam where he 
served with Supply Operations, Naval Support Activity Danang. On May 14, 1967, 
James was riding in a truck as a passenger returning to base when the truck 
became involved in an accident. He was thrown from the truck receiving multiple 
concussions and died before he arrived at the Base Hospital.

James Michael Bryan is survived by his parents and one brother. He lived 20 
years, 6 months and 12 days.

James Bryan is now resting in Memorial Burial Park in Wheelersburg, Ohio. 
James' name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial located in Ypsilanti Township 
under Milan. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC 

on Panel 19E Line 115.

Corporal Russell Arthur Michalke was born on July 24, 1948 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Art Michalke of Saline, Michigan. Russell graduated from Saline High School 
in 1966.  He completed his Basic Training at Fort Knox, Kentucky with further 
training at Fort Edwards, Louisianna.

Corporal Michalke began his tour of duty in Chu Lai, Quang Tin Province, 
South Vietnam on January 20, 1968 serving as an infantryman with A 
Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry, 198th Infantry Brigade, Americal 
Division. Russell was killed on May 24, 1968 as a result of enemy small arms 
fire.

 Russell Arthur Michalke is survived by his parents and two sisters. He lived 
19 years and 10 months. He is resting in Oakwood Cemetery in Saline, 
Michigan. Russell's name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Saline. His name 
also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 68E Line 005.

https://www.vva310.org/james-michale-bryan
https://www.vva310.org/russell-arthur-michalke
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Dispatch Patrons
Larry St. Antoine ~ Sept. 2025
James Alford ~ Dec. 2025
Stan Harrison in honor of Russ Michalke ~ March 2026
Alfred (Fredo) Merritt ~ March 2026
Cynthia Calhoun ~ April 2026
Berryman Bourne ~ Aug. 2026
Elizabeth Wong ~ Sept. 2026
Sara Rodeck, in memory of her brother (KIA) Michael Hunter ~ September 2026
Ralph Henry ~ Nov. 2026
Flenn Sakcriska ~ Nov. 2026
Gary L. Couture ~ Dec. 2026
Darlene Imus ~ Jan. 2027
Jane & John Kinzinger ~ June 2027
Dave P. & Gloria G, Marshall ~ June 2027
Linda Lamey-Leonard ~ In Memory of (KIA) Lavern Lamey ~ July 2027 
Ronald Oliver ~ August 2027
Louis Kennedy ~ Sept. 2027
Paulo & Ann Dempsey Pereira ~ Oct. 2027 
Chris Wetzler ~ Nov. 2027
Sandy Martinez ~ Nov. 2027
Bruce Ross ~ March 2028
John C. Shook ~ July 2028
George Boone ~ Feb. 2029
Alice Lee ~ March 2031
Sarah and Brent Gephart, Sr. ~ March 2031
Jim Sharp ~ April 2031 
Ray Hunter ~ Dec. 2032 
Hank Woods ~ in memory of Past President Paul Dumsch ~ Sept. 2032
Steve & Shirley Hitte ~ June 2034

If VVA 310 members or others receiving the Dispatch via USPS desire to assist with the printing cost, a suggested 
donation would be: one year at $12.00, two years at $22.00, and three years at $30.00. Payment can be made payable to 
VVA 310 and mailed to P.O. Box 3221, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3221 indicating Dispatch on the memo line. 

All other donations may be made payable to VVA 310 at the same mailing address by indicating ‘Donation’ on the 
memo line. 

VVA 310 award-winning newsletter reaches approximately 500 people each month with 100 mailed USPS, 50 hits off 
the website (www.vva310.org), and 350 emailed. With good stewardship and networking, the cost to print the Dispatch 
approximates $1,250 per year.



Who We Are
Chapter President: Vance McCrumb
Vice President: Stanley Harrison
Secretary: Jon Luker
Treasurer: Berry Bourne
Chaplain: Rev. Gordon Moore
Sergeant-at-Arms: Eric Downie
Membership: Vance McCrumb
Dispatch Editor: Dogman

Website: https://www.vva310.org
Follow us on Facebook  
Contact: membership@vva310.org
USPS:  VVA 310
             P.O. Box 3221
             Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3221

Vietnam Veterans of America
Charles S. Kettles Chapter 310
P.O. Box 3221
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3221

Please Forward.  Thank You

Please Direct Any Questions About Membership or Our Website To: membership@vva310.org
Thank You! 

https://www.vva310.org/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=vva%20310

