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Lest We Forget April’s President’s Report

: Vance McCrumb
James R. Bihimeyer
William H. Johnson There’s been a lot of work on the Memorial grounds over the past few weeks. I’ve spent
Robert J. Crabbe several days helping Jon clearing the area behind the berm and chipping the fireplace-
Michael Wallace (MIA) size firewood. There are many others who volunteered while I was there and too
Clive E. Mosier numerous to mention by name because I'll forget someone.

Certainty Construction and Son LLC is the company completing phase one, which is
What’s Inside: removing the trees and clearing the area west of the berm and digging a new French
: Drain at the north end of the berm, which will hopefully improve the drainage in that

President’s Report 1-2 area.

CUECIEERCEE =8 [ you haven’t done so yet, please consider making a donation now or at the Fundraiser

Minutes 3-4 .
this summer.
Looking Back 5 155U

Memorial Beautification 6
June KIlAs 6-8
Patrons 9

National President and Chapter Member
Jack McManus attended our March
meeting, and there was a very nice
| turnout by our members. Thank you.
| He discussed the future of VVA and the
options we as a Chapter will have going
forward. It was an informative session
and from the tone of his talk, he is very
. proud to be a member of this Chapter.
~ Jack also said he is in favor of the
#/ changes we are making on the Memorial
§ grounds.  More to come on VVA’s
future when HQ makes a decision and

K "GAVE kj/)?/[

our options going forward.

I’d like to see us in concert with VFW Post 423 and American Legion Post 46 donate
turkeys and or ham around Thanksgiving and Christmas. This will rot replace our
supplying Dawn Farm with their annual Thanksgiving Dinner! That will continue. If we
are in agreement, I’ll talk with the respective Commanders. A little publicity will show
SU | Cl d e the community that veterans organizations are working together to help locally. And, it

may help our respective memberships.

&
Crisis

Chapter elections are on the horizon. Our March meeting started the nomination process.
I believe we will vote in April, not sure though. Show up in Arpil and pitch your hat into
the ring.

Attended the VVA State Council meeting in Howell and the WCCV meeting at the Saline
American Legion. There was some discussion at WCCV to start the annual dinner they
used to hold. More about that when they make a final decision. (continued, page 2)
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(President’s report continued)

We had two additional guests, Gary Estermyer from the State Council and Katherine King, Outreach Program
Specialist. Katherine talked about the Vietnam Veterans Day event at the VA on April 28th from 10 am to 2 pm at the
main lobby adjacent to the parking graage. Vietnam Veterans Day is officially Saturday the 29th but this year that is a
Saturday, so they are holding the event on Friday the 28th.
April 2025 Chaplain’s Corner

Submitted by Rev. Gordon Moore
It’s Friday; but Sunday is coming! This saying has been used by many people, but I first remember hearing it from
Tony Campolo, when he talked about hardships in life as endured by both Christian and non-Christian people. How
pertinent, considering April brings with it Good Friday and Easter.

Good Friday was filled with doom--a dashing of people’s dreams, as it appeared the Jewish religious leaders had
manipulated the Roman government conveniently to dispose of Jesus. Many of the things Jesus taught were in
contradiction to what the leaders were teaching--and that didn’t sit well with the leaders. Too many people were
looking to Jesus--and not to the religious leaders--for instruction. And Jesus backed up much of what he taught by
using Scripture sprinkled with miracles to demonstrate the truth of his teachings.

Part of my educational training included putting myself, so to speak, back to the time when what I was studying was
written. Understanding the historical settings, feeling the emotions from what people would have felt, and basically
trying to live in that era would lead to a better understanding of the text--so the teaching went. Let’s try it with Good
Friday and then Easter.

Good Friday found Jesus betrayed, denied, tried, and convicted--not by the government but by the very people who
espoused what they were teaching was truth. Some of the disciples also fell into the trap of the religious leaders, as
they betrayed and denied Christ. But what about any of them who didn’t? What would they be feeling as they watched
the very one who had given them hope carrying his cross through the street and up to Golgotha, where he would be
nailed to the cross and die? The raw emotion would be hard to comprehend. And yet, Christ still remembered his
mission when nailed to the cross as he would say, “Father, forgive them” --the very purpose for which he had come in
the first place--"for they do not understand what they are doing” (they simply were following the lead of the religious
leaders). And therein lies the danger. It is easy to follow the crowd and rationalize what is contrary to truth and sound
reasoning. Their future seemed bleak.

Easter morning brought with it a deeper understanding of the words, “And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men to
myself” (John 12:32). “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:14-15). It took His death to procure our
life so that, when he returns, we may follow him to heaven and enjoy the eternal fruit of His labors. As bleak as our
current situation(s) may feel on our “Friday,” we can rest assured that Sunday is coming--and with it, the fulfillment of
the truth of Christ, our redemption and atonement.

His followers’ emotions swung from doom to rejoicing as they realized that His teaching was truth. He was raised from
the dead and some day they would be too.

Hallelujah! He ever lives to make intercession for us.

A most blessed Easter to all.
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Your red-faced substitute Editor (me, Vance) published the wrong minutes in April’s Dispatch. This one is correct. If you received
an email copy from John K last week, please disregard. This one is good to go. USPS black/white copy, the error was caught by
Berry prior to printing so you are okay. Arf, V
Vietnam Veterans of America
Charles S. Kettles Chapter 310
Regular Membership Meeting Minutes
Submitted by Jon Luker

13 March 2025
Call to Order by President McCrumb at 1856 hrs.
Flag Salute
Opening Prayer: Budd Frye
Moment of Silence for POW/MIA’S, their families and those who are serving in hazardous places around the world.
Roll Call: A quorum was established. Welcome Home Everyone!
New Members: Dennis Webb, US Army Artillery from *68 to *70. He served a year in Vietnam and a year at home.
Guests: Katherine King, Outreach Program Specialist for the Charles S Kettles VA and Gary Estermyer, VVA
Michigan State Council Secretary.
Report by Katherine King: National Vietnam Veterans Day is 29 March — a Saturday. We will celebrate it at the VA on
Friday, 28 March. We’ll do a breakfast from 0800 to 0900. The celebration will run from 1000 to 1400 at Charles S.
Kettles VA. We will have resource tables that can help veterans with common issues. We’ll also have people who can
help with the new MyHealtheVet signup process and with getting your new ID card. We’ll have a smaller celebration
at the Toledo CBOC.
If you have questions for me, I can be reached at (734) 575-9082 during normal business hours or at
katherine .king2@va.gov.
Motion: by Harrison/Feight to Approve the February Minutes published in the Dispatch. Approved.
Adjourn to Nominations: (conducted by Marv Rivers)

President: Vance McCrumb accepted

Vice President: Marv Rivers declined, Stan Harrison accepted

Treasurer: Berry Bourne accepted

Secretary: Jon Luker accepted

Sergeant at Arms: Eric Downie accepted

Two-year board members moving to 1-year positions are:

Bob Bull, Bob Kwiecinski and Tim Driscoll

Two-year board nominees (Need at least three)

Accepting: Throneberry, Rivers, Frye

Declining: Cothorn, Kinzinger, Merritt, South, Bayha, Scruggs, Clarke, Klintworth, Coleman

State Council Delegates: (We are authorized up to 5)

Luker, Driscoll, Wilson, McCrumb

National Delegates: Accepting: McManus, Luker, Wilson, Cothorn

Declining: Graef
Recall to Order
Officer Reports:
National President’s Report: VVA National President and Chapter 310 Charter member gave us his personal views on
how things are going for VVA National and for our chapter. He was pleased about our decision to change our name to
honor Chuck Kettles, our effort to get the Ann Arbor VA’s name changed as well and about our efforts to make long
term improvements to the Washtenaw County Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Jack also pointed out the importance of
getting our chapter’s representation at the VVA National convention in New Orleans. This is a most important time for
VVA to be at the table and helping Congress and the President to make wise decisions.
President’s Report: Please see the President’s remarks online at https://vva310.org.
Finance Report: Bourne. Reports were emailed to the board.

(Continued on page 4)
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(Minutes Continued)

Reports are also available to members via email upon request.Nonrestricted Fund Revenue: $882 merchandise sales and
donations at Ann Arbor VA with $388 cost of goods sold, 56% gross margin, before a 20% fee to the VA .Nonrestricted
Fund Expenses: $550 donation to Vietnam Memorial Maintenance Restricted Fund Restricted Fund Revenue: $9,635
donated for Vietnam Memorial Long-term Landscaping Project which represents $19,960 to date.Restricted Fund
Expenses: Nothing of significance.AVVA Report: The AV VA report is no longer being printed in the Dispatch but is
being emailed separately to those who request it. The AV VA report is also online at https://vva310.org/newsletter.
Committee Reports:

Merchandise: Harrison — We had $882 of merchandise sales at the VA. We can’t sell much while confined to a small
space in the cafeteria. We will be there again on 18 March. We will be doing an inventory here on 23 March at 1300.
We could use a few volunteers to help with that.

Washtenaw County Council of Veterans: At the 17 February meeting, we discussed the possibility of starting the
annual appreciation dinner back up.

Michigan State Council: Estermyer reported that 15 chapters attended the State Council meeting held in Howell on 8
March. That’s the highest turnout in recent years. Long time friend and treasurer Floyd Carmichael passed away
suddenly. Allen Tardo from Oakland County was elected to fill out the balance of his term.

Point of Order: It is now 2030. No official business can be conducted beyond this time.

Memorial Maintenance: We have completed removing the trees and other vegetation from behind the berm. We have
firewood available. On Friday, we will split wood into small enough pieces to feed into a chipper. On Saturday, we
will chip whatever wood you don’t want. We have contracted Leppek Landscaping to do the following work so that it
will be complete and looking respectable by Memorial Day: Berm repair, plant first set of trees and plants, install new
patio and refurbish the boxwood hedges. Our regular crews are back at work but are limited in what we can do.
Website: McCrumb. We have had over 466,651 hits since the website was last rebuilt.

Membership: McCrumb. We are still officially at 218 members, but we have 2 applications pending.

Newsletter: We are still working to improve our new design. Remember to send your articles to Paulo, not me.
Health Care: Wilson. So far, there is no visible impact of the VA staff layoffs but watch for appointments to take
longer to schedule and for them to be substituted with video appointments. Also, you might want to read about the
monkey studies. They found that if they fed clay to monkeys and then exposed them to large doses of a wide variety of
toxins, the toxins were not found in the blood. Would this help humans also?

LTCCSKMC: We are keeping female items stocked up. We have 4 steak meal upgrades planned for this year. The VA
is asking for volunteers to return to work. The next VVA event at the VA will be the Halloween party. It looks like we
will be able to make another gift to Fisher House this year.

Good of the Order:

McCrumb - We will hold a recognition dinner committee meeting here at 1000 on 20 March.

McCrumb - Several of us showed up for Doctor Allen’s service. She was a member for a while, but her health
apparently got in the way of keeping her membership current.

Bayha — Elmer White’s sister is bringing some of his ashes back to Michigan to be interned at the Holly National
Cemetery at 1400 on 24 March. It would be good if we could arrange a group to attend.

Dempsey — 7 years ago, Governor Snyder changed the way trust fund directors are selected. Before that, the directors
represented many different veterans organizations including VVA. After that, the field has narrowed so much that only
members of the Legion, the VFW and DAV are eligible and selected. The main problem with that is that those
directors are loyal to their organizations, not to veterans overall. You can see the change by looking at the decisions
that have been made over the years. I think it is time for VVA to get active at the state level to get back on the trust
fund board. The governor’s appointment committee needs to understand and do the right thing.

Merritt: We are changing our breakfast routine this month so we can go to Jack McManus’ favorite breakfast joint.
Breakfast on Friday will be at 0900 at the Harvest Moon Café, 5484 W. Michigan Ave, Ypsilanti, MI (734) 434-8100.
Closing Prayer Budd Frye

Flag Salute

Meeting Adjourned at 2030
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Looking Back
Submitted by John Kinzinger
In an idle moment, I may close my eyes and think back about our glorious first VVA310 parade marches. We desired respect for

our military service. Our nation had been divided and for too many years we were the scapegoat for the results of that war. But it
had come time for us to be heard.

We looked sharp! We were in our early 40s. Then, we had some real bounce in our step. Our chests filled with the blossoming
pride for our military service. It was then we could finally show our pride.

To alert parade watchers that we were coming, we yelled out basic training-type cadence. Led by sharply fatigue-dressed John
Thompson, we proudly sounded off. After a couple parades, we added to our notice we were coming by adding a steel cleat to our
left boot. That was striking and really got us going! Member Jim Shake was a shoe repairman, so before setting off he would add
cleats to all new marchers. It was thunderous.

Our first parade march was in the Saline Memorial Day parade. I believe it was in 1988. And ever since we have marched proudly
in the Saline parade. We had real energy, which has unfortunately waned. This past Memorial Day we had two AVVA members
march with our banner, while others in our VVA group road in vehicles. Roy Hall’s old Army jeep was a special eye catcher. It
seems our parade marching days are about over.

From the late 1980s until about 2015, we marched in parades all across the county. In the early years we might have 25 or more
marchers. Most were in uniform and a few not. Sometimes Veterans along the parade route would join in with us.

Each parade, we tried to get a member from the community where we were marching to lead us with the American Flag. We
looked sharp wearing green camo fatigues with white gloves, belt and neck scarf.

The longest parade I think was the one in Chelsea. It went from the north side of town all the way to the fairgrounds, and it was

usually very warm. The Milan parade was always special. I can see my good friend Doc Martinez in his pressed and starched
fatigues proudly marching in his hometown. Member John Smith, also from Milan, would be busting out of shirt with pride. John
and Julianna lived in a home along the parade route. As we would pass, we would give his family a sharp “eyes left.” After John
passed away, each year as we passed their home, we would give an “eyes left” salute in honor of John.

We even marched in a parade in 1995 in Windsor, led by our President Ray Boggs, for the dedication of the “North Wall.” It
honors the 173 Canadians who died serving with American forces in Vietnam. It is in Assumption Park almost under the

Ambassador bridge. For many years we marched in the July 4th and Heritage Festival parades in Ypsilanti. We were usually at or
near the front of all these parades. After the Heritage Festival parade, we would go to our festival booth and sell raffie tickets and
merchandise, recruit new members and reunite with friends met in previous years.

Other parades we have done were in Dexter and Clinton. During 1990, to bring awareness, across the county of our coming
Memorial, we had a parade float which was a large-scale model of our proposed Memorial. It was built by past-president Milton
Davis of the Memorial committee. And for at least one parade we had a bamboo cage on a trailer with member Robert Gabrys
inside dressed like a POW in Vietnam.

And I would be very remiss if I did not mention all our loved ones who would join us, usually carrying our Chapter banner to let
folks know who we were. Thank you ladies for always supporting us and for being by our side.

As I close my eyes again, it was 1989 and I see me marching with my infant son in a backpack and in later years in a stroller. Our
son was made the youngest AVVA member right after his birth by Korean War Army nurse Nancy Hay.

It has been a wonderful march for me since I became a VVA member in 1986.
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Honor And Remember

Chelsea, Michigan. Clive was employed as a foreman with Seller's
Construction Company before entering the Army on September 1,

family and friends. Clive loved baseball. His favorite foods were
chocolate chip cookies and fried chicken. He sent a picture of him

you greatly, but these people need us. No one else will help them.
We have to.'

Private First Class Clive Vere Mosier was born on January 3,
1943, in Campbell, Missouri to Mr. and Mrs. John Mosier of

1966. According to his wife, "he was known as "Buster" by all his

holding a little Viethamese girl. He said in his letter, 'Honey, | miss

Private First Class Mosier began his tour of duty in Military Region 3,
South Vietnam on February 16, 1967, serving as an infantryman with

B Company, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division. Clive

was Killed on April 24, 1967, as a result of an explosive device.

Clive Vere Mosier is survived by his wife, parents, and four brothers. He lived 24 years, 3 months
and 21 days. He is resting in Arborcrest Cemetery in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Clive's name is listed on
the Vietham Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ann Arbor. His name also appears on the
Vietnam Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 18E Line 080.
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Honor And Remember

First Lieutenant Robert John Crabbe was born on June 12, 1941.
First Lieutenant Crabbe began his tour of duty in Binh Dinh Province,
South Vietham on January 11, 1966, serving as a Field Artillery Unit
Commander with Headquarters, Headquarters Battery, Division
Artillery, 1st Cavaly Division. According to a posting by fellow Field
Artillery Officer Candidate School Alumni from Fort Sill, Oklahoma,
Randy Dunham, "First Lieutentant Crabbe served as an Aerial Observer
with the First Cavalry Division. He was in a UH-1C Helicopter Gunship
from Troop A, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry that was shot down while
making a rocket run on a Viet Cong position. All five men on board the
aircraft died in the incident." He was killed on April 18, 1967, after
serving one year, three months and seven days "In-Country.”

Robert John Crabbe lived 25 years, 10 months and 6 days. He is
resting in Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia, Section 4, Site 2969-C. Robert's name
is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ann Arbor. His name also appears
on the Vietham Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 18E Line 045.

Sergeant First Class Michael Jon Wallace was born on November 21,
1939, in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Sergeant First Class Wallace began his
tour of duty in Thua Thien Province, South Vietnam at Camp Evans
serving as a CH-47 Helicopter Repairer with B Company, 228th Assault
Helicopter Battalion, 11th Aviation Group, 1st Cavalry Division. On April
19, 1968, three Army helicopters were shot down in the A Shau Valley of
South Vietnam. All three were making supply runs to Landing Zone Tiger
in Quang Tri Province. Five men survived the three crashes, and nine
men remain missing. On April 19, 1968, Michael was a crew chief on a
CH-47 Chinook helicopter flying a mid-day supply mission. The
helicopter was descending through an overcast sky and was on its final
approach to Landing Zone Tiger in Quang Tri Province when it was
struck by enemy .50 cal and 37mm ground fire, caught fire and began to
burn. The gunner withessed Michael and the flight engineer, Anthony
Housh, jump from the helicopter when it was about 100 feet off of the ground. The aircraft crash
landed and the remainder of the crew was rescued. Michael's body was never recovered and he
was listed as (Missing In Action (MIA). On February 6, 1974, Michael's status was changed to
"Died While Missing In Action."

Michael Jon Wallace is survived by his wife and two children, and a sister. He lived 28 years, 4
months and 28 days. He is remembered with a Military Marker in East Oak Grove Cemetery in
Chelsea, Michigan. Michael's name is listed on the Vietham Memorial in Ypsilanti Township as
MIA. His name also appears on the Vietham Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 51E Line 002.
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Honor And Remember

Private First Class James Roy Bihlmeyer was born on November 12, 1946,
in Manchester, Michigan to Mr. and Mrs. Roy J. Bihimeyer. James is a
1965 graduate of Manchester High School. He worked at the Saline Plant
for Ford Motor Company prior to entering the Army on May 16, 1966.

Private First Class Bihimeyer went through Basic Training at Fort Riley,
Kansas. James began his tour of duty in Long An Province, South
Vietham on December 1, 1966, serving with A Company, Second
Battalion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division as an infantryman. He died as
a result of enemy small arms fire on April 15, 1967.

Private First Class James Roy Bihlmeyer is survived by his parents, a
brother and a sister. He lived for 20 years, 5 months and 3days. He is resting at the Bethel Church
Cemetery in Manchester, Michigan. His name is listed on the Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti
Township under Manchester. James Roy Bihlmeyer also appears on the Vietham Memorial in

Washington, DC on Panel 18E Line 028. g\({
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S
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Corporal William Henry Johnson was born on December 9, 1943, in Union City, Tennesee to Jewell
and Johnnye Johnson of Ann Arbor, Michigan. William is a 1961

sports. He also likes to swim. His plans for after graduation are not as X
yet definite. He will either work or join the Army."

William enlisted in the Marine Corps in August of 1963 going through
marine corps boot camp at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego,
California. He received further training at Camp Pendleton, California
before going to Okinawa.

Corporal Johnson began his tour of duty near Da Nang, Quang Nam
Province, South Vietham serving as a rifleman with E Company, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd
Marine Division, Ill Marine Amphibious Forces. William was killed on April 17, 1966, as a result of
small arms fire from a sniper while manning a defensive position.

William Henry Johnson is survived by his parents, a sister and a brother. He lived 22 years, 4
months and 8 days. William's name is listed on the Vietham Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under
Ann Arbor. His name also appears on the Vietham Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel O6E Line
119.
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Dispatch Patrons
Larry St. Antoine ~ Sept. 2025
Elizabeth Wong ~ Sept. 2026
Hank Woods ~ in memory of Past President Paul Dumsch ~ Sept. 2032
Stan Harrison in nonor of Russ Michalke ~ March 2026
Ralph Henry ~ Nov. 2026
Steve & Shirley Hitte ~ June 2034
Ray Hunter ~ Dec. 2032
Darlene Imus ~ Jan. 2027
Jane & John Kinzinger ~ June 2027
Del Mayes ~ March 2025
Alfred (Fredo) Merritt ~ March 2026
Ronald Oliver ~ August 2027
Paulo & Ann Dempsey Pereira ~ Oct. 2027
Sandy Martinez ~ Nov. 2027
Linda Lamey-Leonard ~ In Memory of (KIA) Lavern Lamey ~ July 2027
Alice Lee ~ March 2031
Dave P. & Gloria G, Marshall ~ June 2027
Bruce Ross ~ March 2028
Glenn Sakcriska ~ Nov. 2026
Jim Sharp ~ April 2031
John C. Shook ~ July 2028
James Alford ~ Dec. 2025
George Boone ~ Feb. 2029
Berryman Bourne ~ Aug. 2026
Cynthia Calhoun ~ April 2026
Gary L. Couture ~ Dec. 2026
Sarah and Brent Gephart, Sr. ~ March 2031
Louis Kennedy ~ Sept. 2027
Sara Rodeck, in memory of her brother (KIA) Michael Hunter ~ September 2026
John & Mary Laher in memory of John Holenbeck - March 2028

If VVA 310 members or others receiving the Dispatch via USPS desire to assist with the printing cost, a suggested
donation would be: one year at $12.00, two years at $22.00, and three years at $30.00. Payment can be made payable
to VVA 310 and mailed to P.O. Box 3221, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3221 indicating Dispatch on the memo line.

All other donations may be made payable to VVA 310 at the same mailing address by indicating ‘Donation’ on the
memo line.

VVA 310 award-winning newsletter reaches approximately 500 people each month with 100 mailed USPS, 50 hits

off the website (www.vva310.org), and 350 emailed. With good stewardship and networking, the cost to print the
Dispatch approximates $1,250 per year.
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Who We Are

Chapter President: Vance McCrumb Website: https://www.vva310.org

Vice President: Marv Rivers Follow us on Facebook

Secretary: Jon Luker Contact: membership@vva310.org
Treasurer: Berry Bourne USPS: VVA 310

Chaplain: Rev. Gordon Moore P.O. Box 3221

Sergeant-at-Arms: Eric Downie
Membership: Vance McCrumb
Dispatch Editor: Paulo-Juarez Pereira

Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-3221

Please Direct Any Quetions About Membership or Our Website To: membership@vva310.org
Thank You!
- VVA’s Founding Principle -
“Never Again Will One Generation Of Veterans Abandon Another!”

Vietnam Veterans of America
Charles S. Kettles Chapter 310
P.O. Box 3221

Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-3221

Please Forward. Thank You
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