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President’s Message June 2025

Vance L. McCrumb - USAF
Lest We Forget

LarrHy \:\.leEilhg?gl'?l‘erer These first two paragraphs are a bit early but needs to be in the forefront of our future

Phillip M. Crane I planning. In August our delegates, Jon Luker, Sandy Wilson, Marty Cothorn and Jack
Frank R. Macki McManus, will vote on a plan for our future. In a discussion lead by Jack McManus at
Richard M. O”Neal our March meeting he explained our options and the importance of the August

convention.
What’s Inside:

Those same topics, but in more detail, are included in the PDF slideshow I emailed on
SRR CEEEEES R May 15th. In that email I asked those who wished more information or questions to let
Chapﬁgskigorgzr(:kg me know. As of this writing, only three have shown interest. Sandy Wilson, VVA
Causality Notific?ation 5 | Director At-Large, has volunteered to lead another discussion session. Sandy was part of
Minutes si¢ | the resolution discussions on a National level so she has some insight. This session
MERESEREE would be held either at the Saline Legion or Post 423. If there is enough interest it could

be part of a future Chapter meeting.

So, please take a moment and review the attachment I sent on May lSth and advise if
you would like additional info. If you need a resend, please let me know. My new
email is vancemccrumb(@gmail.com.

The reason for the above first two paragraphs is this edition of our newsletter will be the
last monthly for the remainder of the year. The Dispatch will become bimonthly starting
in August which will include July, hence my opening paragraphs.

We were in Bozeman MT visiting our daughter, six grandchildren and three great
S grandchildren and missed April’s meeting. We had a wonderful time. I won’t bore you
S u |C | d e with pictures, but if you ask... I also missed May’s meeting. My wife and I along with
Dale Throneberry, John and Jane Kinzinger attend the documentary, “Where The Brave
& Dare To Tread, The Bob Arvin Story - Hometown Hero - West Point Legend”.

The documentary was by Brian Kruger and sponsored by the West Point Parents Club of
C rl S I S Michigan. It was a wonderful tribute to Capt. Arvin, who is listed under Ypsilanti on the

Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Washtenaw County. Click here to view his page on our
website.

Hotine

Continued on page 2
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Continued from 1
From the program: After commissioning, he became the youngest company commander in his division and earned two

Silver Stars for gallantry before being killed in action during his second tour in Vietnam.

Memorial Grounds Upgrade: The Memorial Grounds Committee recommended and hired Leppek Landscapes and Nursery
of Brighton. Once the trees were removed, Leppek’s crew started their magic. A really nice touch to the patio is the POW/
MIA picnic table-top inlayed within the patio pavers. The Memorial Grounds crew was overseeing the progress as well as
members who would stop by and do their due diligence as side walk supervisors. If you haven’t seen the changes, jump
into your ride, take a field trip to the Washtenaw County Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Our Memorial is exceptional. I’ve
stopped at and seen pictures of other local memorials but none, are in the same league as ours.

Sick Call: Bill Coleman is still recovering from his surgery and still homebound. He does have a nurse who checks him
twice a week and a grand nephew who transports him to his doctor appointments.

Tim Driscoll is still having issues with his voice and per Tim the doctors don’t know why.
Spoke with Jim Shape on Memorial Day at our Memorial. He said he is in remission!
Bill Feight’s wife is having some pain issues with her back and may be scheduled for some followup surgery.

Please keep Tim, Bill and Jim and Mary Lou Feight in your thoughts and prayers and a phone call might help too. If you
need a phone number, send me a message. They’d love to hear from you.

Arf,
\Y
Chaplain’s Corner June 2025
Rev. Gordon Moore - USMC
Greater love has no man than this that he lay down his life for a friend, are profound words of Jesus. At first, we connect
his talking about his impending death and his command to follow his example, which is easy to understand for veterans. It
happens frequently in war and occasionally in non-war events where people literally lay down their life for someone.

But, is that the extent of Jesus’ command? Does he also mean to lay down our lives by giving up our wants and desires to
fulfill those of another? If so, we might be asked to continue laying down our lives for others. Is there a point where we say
no because it would change who we are at our core values?

The answers lay in Scripture by comparing verses with each other and identifying changes in cultural standards, yea,
mores. The words of the Lord say, “I am the Lord. I change not. Therefore, you, sons of Jacob are not consumed.” Not
changing in our core values means we can be depended upon to fulfill our promises no matter how we may lay down our

lives for others.

June is a great month to spend time out of doors and ponder the glory of God, his goodness, and the meaning of who we
are in him, and what we are to do to fulfill his commands, especially in following Christ in laying down our life for others.

Peace be upon you as you enjoy your summer.
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Looking Back

John Kinzinger - US Army
VVA Chapter 310 has truly lived up to our motto since 9/11. The last Dispatch “Looking Back™ article covered our
Support The Troops rallies all around our county. This article continues our efforts to show our support of our
troops overseas. We have, to date, mailed 4,563 Care packages since we began in 2003. The cost of the postage alone
has exceeded over $80,000. In the early years we would pack about every 6-8 weeks. Currently we send our annual
pre-Christmas packages in early November. We figured out ways to pay the cost of postage and for items to pack.
Like deceased member Elmer White’s generously offered up to $500 if matched by members and friends. Over
several years, Elmer donated over $10,000 for postage.

Our first packing parties were in our living room. Tape, boxes and goodies all over the place. It was 2003, at our
Support The Troops rallies, we were meeting many family members of those deployed. We would receive military
mailing addresses and began sending packages, and it just snowballed.

To the best of my memory, those who packed in our living room in the beginning included: Sandie and Doc
Martinez, Lois and George Perrault, Roy and Bonnie Hall, Pete Belaire and maybe a few others. Please forgive my
memory’s inability.

I have so many memories of these fun and Troop morale building packing parties. Chris Ochs, wheelchair young
Veteran, joined us several times. Each year Miss Washtenaw County inserted signed photos and helped with the final
packing work. We mailed over 5,000 Harley-Davidson shirts over several years, donated by an H-D office in Ann
Arbor. We mailed all types of comfort items, snack foods, playing cards, socks, candy, personal hygiene items,
Christmas stockings made by Lou Steenstra (also our source for mailing address through the Michigan West Point
Parents Club). Local CVS store donated enormous amounts of post-holiday candy. We had many family members of
those deployed join us for packings. We sent Hooter’s calendars and most anything to pick up spirits and let them
know we cared about them and were thankful for their service. Living VVA’s motto, “Never again will one
generation of veterans abandon another”.

We sent a lot of hand sanitizer and such, but a welcomed item was real 2-ply toilet paper. We packed many cases

of that over the years. Pam Skornicka, Pat Buhrer, Sandie Martinez and others packed boxes just for deployed
women. We had a regular “packing machine” of people, sometimes up to 70 packers. Sometimes we had local Scout
groups help. On one occasion, we packed into Mike Eadie’s van 104 packages, with custom forms complete too, in
less than 50 minutes. Many folks packed with us for many years. Everyone just jumped in and we got it done. We
always started these Sunday afternoon packing parties, with a prayer and ended with a potluck after and visited. The
feedback from some of the package recipients let us know all our work was making a difference for those overseas.
We even had a couple recipients come home and join us in a packing event. Living our motto.

| would be remiss if in writing this article that I did not give great, great credit for this successful effort to Ret. Navy
Chief George Perrault. He was involved in getting custom forms partially filled out before the packing, got to Sam’s
club and purchased cases of many items, packed peanuts and candy in zip lock bags, greased the skids at the Saline
Post Office by buying them donuts, loaded packages on the Post Office dock and follow up with the payment for
postage.
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Casualty Notification Officer
John (Jay) Baxter - USMC

[, John (Jay) Baxter, was commissioned in the USMC in June 1959. | was released from active duty in
August 1962 and immediately joined the reserve. | went on active duty during the summer of 1966, as a
Casualty Notification Officer in New York City. | was attached to the 4th Communication Bn in Brooklyn, NY.
There was no special training for Casualty Notification, other than the Bn CO giving a brief overview.

The procedure is when the reserves headquarters in Garden City, NY received notification they in-turn
notified the appropriate casualty notification office, which included senior NCO”s. For death, serious wounds
or minor wounds, where the individual was treated in the field and returned to duty, we visited the family.
The family was told when and where the incident took place, the condition of the Marine and any other
information we had.

It was recommended we bring a member of the clergy with us. Since New York City is large, the ability to
contact the correct religious representation was difficult, if not impossible. | never tried to contact a
representative; it was more important to get the information to the family. After notification | would ask if |
could help with notifying others.

With the exception of my last call, when my replacement accompanied me, | never had anyone accompanying me.
They were not fun, even if just for a minor wound.

In the event of a KIA notification, we were directed to make the following statement “In the name of the
President of the United States eftc., etc.“ | never made that statement. The family was already afraid of the
news when they saw an officer in uniform. | would say for a death “/ am sorry to inform you son or
husband was killed in action or sometimes by friendly fire.”

My first weekend of duty was July 4th weekend and | had two KIA’s. | had only four additional KIA’s for the
rest of that summer. Once | notified the family, my responsibility ended, and the overall responsibility was
then transferred to the Garden City office. | did give the family my business card.

| will tell you about two incidents of note: One was on a beautiful Sunday morning in Brooklyn, NY. It was a
notification of a minor wound. You drove an official Marine Corps vehicle. It was a neighborhood of three
story attached houses. | knew numerous people were watching as our vehicle approached the home of what
they knew was a Viet Nam Marine. Although it was not terrible news, it was still traumatic for the families.

The second was a call from Garden City. The NCO making the call knew | was local. He proceeded to give
the details KIA area in Viet Nam and any other known facts. He then gave me the name, Peter Baxter. | told
him he was not a relative. He said, “Thank God.”

| know some of you Chapter member families experienced these calls concerning you or a loved one. We
did try our best and be supportive.

The summer duty encouraged me to go back on active duty. | returned to duty in ‘67 and was stationed at
Camp Pendleton with a boyhood friend, John Ryan, and his wife and my wife and children. We lived near
the Ryan’s and renewed our friendship. John left for Viet Nam early in ‘67. | was at work when my wife
called and told me John had died on a hospital ship after receiving wounds at Con Tien. | had orders for Viet

Nam in January ‘68. Continued on page 5
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From Page 4

Rosemary, John’s wife, requested | be John’s body escort. Next-of-kin have that option. Division
Headquarters was informed, and | was notified (of course | already knew).

After one or two weeks | received official notification of when John would arrive at Dover. | received orders to
fly to Philadelphia and proceed to Dover. | must have been given a specific time because when | arrived at
the mortuary, | was the only one there. It was a hot time in Viet Nam, but no honor guards or flags, just me
and the clerk. The clerk (who | believe may have been a civilian) asked for my identification and had me
identify the body, which had little damage because the death was due to a brain injury.

A funeral director from a NYC funeral home arrived and we proceeded to NY (about 90 miles). We arrived at
the funeral home and met Rosemary and the rest of John’s family. Rosemary did not want to look at John
and wanted a closed coffin. | told her | had viewed the body, as a requirement, but she did want people to
remember John in a coffin. As a body escort, | had no responsibility other than doing anything the family
needed.

Official Marine Corps involvement was through the Garden City office. Both experiences | have described
have had a positive impact on my life. When | arrived in Viet Nam, | was stationed at Don Ha with the Third
Engineer Bn. We had a platoon at Con Tien, and | was able to visit the site of John’s death within days of
arrival.

Like many of you, John did have an unsatisfactory America Legion experience. Upon his death
the housing development we lived in had an American Legion Post and there were tributes to WWII, Korean
and Viet Nam KIAs from the development. The Legion refused to put one up for John since he was a career
officer and didn’t live there. His home of record was there, and his mother lived there.

When | learned this | wrote from Viet Nam to the local Legioin Post and cced the national commander. |
never received a response. | was told the local Post thought my letter was a false since it had “Free” in lieu of
stamps. Friends took car of the tribute.

Save the Date — July 9, 2025

John Kinzingerr - US Army
Come out and help raise funds for our Vietnam Memorial site renovation project. We have organized a fun
evening fundraiser at the Ypsilanti Depot Town Freight House. We will have a live auction, musical
performances by Stacey Mason and a local 60s rock band. Doors will open at 6:30pm. There will be $20
entrance fee and donations will be happily accepted. An event flyer will be forwarded soon. We hope you can
make it. If not, but would like to contribute, please make your gift to VVA 310 Project and memo Memorial.
Then mail it to VVA 310, PO Box 3221, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106. Thank you in advance.

Veterans without REAL ID can use VHIC for air travel
Dave Draper - USAF

TSA accepts a Veterans Health ID card as a substitute for REAL ID to get through security. To get your VHIC

(veterans health identification card) go to https://eauth.va.gov/accessva/ and follow the onscreen instructions.
You must be registered with the VA Health Care System to get a Veterans Health ID card.
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May 8th Membership Minutes
Berry Bourne for Jon Luker

8 May 2025

Call to Order by Vice President Stan Harrison at 1900 hrs.

Flag Salute: Harrison

Opening Prayer: Bob Bull

Moment of Silence for POW/MIA’S, their families and those who are serving in hazardous places around the

world.

Roll Call: A quorum was established. Welcome Home Everyone!

New Members: None

Guests: None.

Motion: by Tim Driscoll/Bryan Bayha to approve the April Minutes published in the Dispatch. Approved.

Officer Reports:

President’s Report:

Please see the President’s remarks online at https://vva310.org.

Finance Report: Bourne. Reports were emailed to the board. Reports are also available to members via

email upon request.

Statement of Revenue and Expenses: - Non-restricted Fund

1. Revenue:

a. $1,308 membership dues rebates from VVA. The per member amount was reduced to $6.00 per member

from $9.00 last year’'s amount

b. $1,343 from Annual Recognition Dinner less $2,256 expenses for a $913 deficit compared to a $907

deficit last year. Annual budget this year is $1,000 deficit.

c. $758 merchandise sales less $324 cost of goods sold, or 57% gross margin

2. Expenses:

a. $3,250 donation to Vietnam Memorial Long-term Landscaping plan. This represents FY ’26 annual

budgeted amount.

b. $100 refund of two membership dues because of long delay in receiving DD 214.

Statement of Revenue and Expenses: - Restricted Funds

1. Revenue:

a. $4,600 donations to Vietnam Memorial Long-term Landscaping Plan with total donations to date of

$30,217 which includes $6,500 from VVA 310

b. Other Expenses: - Nothing significant

Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Fund Balance:

1. $30,217 balance in Vietnam Memorial Long-term Landscaping Restricted Account represents donations

only

2. $28,632 balance in Construction-in-Process represents total funds expended on project to date

AVVA Report: The AVVA report is no longer being printed in the Dispatch but is being emailed separately

to those who request it. The AVVA report is also online at https://vva310.org/newsletter.

Committee Reports:

Merchandise: Harrison — $758 merchandise sales less $324 cost of goods sold, or 57% gross margin. 13

May 2025 sales at VA from 0830-1330 hrs. Any help is appreciated.

Washtenaw County Council of Veterans: Bull — No report

Michigan State Council: Wilson - No report

Memorial Maintenance: Merritt — Patio is complete, and some trees will be planted next Monday.

Landscaping is being worked on. We will have a clean-up party before Memorial Day. Email will be sent out

later as to date and time.

Website: We have had over 472,299 hits since the website was last rebuilt. That means we’ve had 4,800
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hits since our April report.

Membership: We have 220 members.

Newsletter: No report. President McCrumb is requesting a new editor for the Dispatch.

Laptop computer and software are available. Contact McCrumb if you have any questions.

Health Care: Wilson — Congress votes on funding dollars to the VA each year. If you have a concern,
please be vocal and contact your Senators and Representative. It is being discussed that there is too much
money in the PACT Act for healthcare.

LTCCSKMC: No report.

Unfinished Business: None.

New Business: Sandie Wilson attended a VVA National Special Board meeting with the topic — Future Plan
VVA National, Chapters and ; State Councils. She has volunteered to review this plan with the chapter at a
future date at the VFW. Email notice will be sent out as to time and date.

Good of the Order:

Harrison - Pig Roast Planning meeting 1500 hrs. 20 May 2025, at American Legion, Saline

Harrison — At numerous times we as a chapter attend funerals/memorial services for fallen chapter members
and others. It is important to show our support, and all are encouraged to attend if possible.

Bull

a. He sponsors a free breakfast at Harvest Moon Café the 2nd Tuesday every month. All are encouraged to
attend.

b. Wife is cancer free, but a grandson is experiencing Stage 4 cancer.

c. He and Paulo will hold a monthly prayer group at Vets Park once a month for anybody that needs a
prayer. Details to follow.

d. Vets Fest is scheduled for 2 Aug 2025, at Washtenaw Community College main campus. Many VSO'’s will
be there presenting beneficial information for veterans.

Davis — The Milton Davis Military Museum will be on display at VFW Post 423 on May 24-26, 2025, from
10:00am to 5:00pm. Help is requested to set-up on Friday, May 23.

Bull and Dr. Long — Discussed how powerful the Power of Prayer has resulted in some remarkable
recoveries.

Driscoll — Saline Memorial Day Parade — Meet at the Fire Station between 0800-0900hrs. Parade begins at
1030 hrs. and program will conclude at 11:30 hrs. Flags will be hung on Friday, 23 May.

Harrison — Sunday, 25 May, Watch Fire at the Vietham Memorial beginning at 1800 hrs. Then, Memorial
Day Remembrance the next day at the Memorial beginning at 1300 hrs.

Wilson — She encourages all to get the two Shingles shots to protect yourself from Shingles.

Closing Prayer: Bull
Flag Salute: Harrison
Meeting Adjourned at 1941 hrs.
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Honor And Remember
Lance Corporal Larry James Eglinsdoerfer was born on April 8, 1948 to Mr. and
@ Mrs. Edward J. Eglinsdoerfer. Larry is a 1966 graduate of Milan High School located in

Milan, Michigan. He was employed by Ford Motor Company at the Saline Plant in Saline,
Michigan when he entered the Marine Corps on April 16, 1968.

Lance Corporal Eglinsdoerfer began his tour of duty in An Hoa, Quang Nam Province,
South Vietnam on October 5, 1968 serving as an Antitank Assault man with F Company,
2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Marine Division.

According to a posting by Private First Class Michael Ryan, "Eggy had 3 days left. A
Sergeant came in the tent and asked for a volunteer to go to the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines
bunker line. Eggy said, 'I'm too short! I had just got back from the hospital...second Purple
Heart. When the Sergeant convinced Eggy I wasn't in shape for it, Eggy agreed to go.
After the Sergeant left I said, 'I'll go Eggy". He looked at me, for the last time and said,
peacefully, 'No, I'll go Ryan". Four hours later he was dead.

Once when we hadn't been supplied with food for a while, Eggy shared a tin of jelly with
me. Thank you for my life Eggy. Semper FI. Larry was killed on June 7, 1969 when an
enemy rocket hit his bunker.

Larry James Eglinsdoerfer is survived by his parents, three brothers and four sisters. He
lived for 21 years, 1 month and 29 days. He is resting in the York Township Cemetery
near his home in Milan, Michigan. Larry's name is listed on the Vietham Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Milan.
His name also appears on the Vietham Memorial located in Washington, DC on Panel 23W Linne 099.

Second Lieutenant Philip Matt Crane Il was born on January 29, 1947 to Mrs. Howard P.
Gragg and the late Philip M. Crane of Ypsilanti. Philip played the accordion when he was

very small. He played Little League Baseball. Philip is a 1965 graduate of Ypsilanti High
School where he played on the varsity tennis team, was a member of the varsity debate team,
and a member of the National Honor Society. He worked all during high school and college
at the A&P Store. He went on to attend the University of Michigan until he enlisted in the
Army on February 1, 1967. He completed Officer Candidate School at Fort Fort Benning,
Georgia. Second Lieutenant Crane began his tour in Vinh Long Province, South Vietnam on
May 14, 1968 serving as a Tactical Intelligence Staff Officer on Advisory Team 52,
Headquarters, Military Assistance Command Vietnam (MACV).

Lieutenant Crane was flying in a helicopter as a special observer when a flare ignited inside the aircraft causing him to fall
from the aircraft on June 26, 1968. He was "In-Country" for one month and 11 days.

Philip Matt Crane II is survived by his mother, his wife, and a sister. He lived 21 years, 4 months and 27 days. He is

resting in Crestwood Memorial Gardens in Flint, Michigan. Philip's name is listed on the Vietham Memorial in Ypsilanti
Township under Ypsilanti. His name also appears on the Vietham Memorial in Washington, DC on Panel 54W Line 002.
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Honor And Remember

H. Neil Stehle was born on March 30, 1945 to Mr. and Mrs. Herbert H. Stehle in Ann
Arbor. Neil is a 1963 graduate of Ann Arbor High School where he was on the
gymnastics team. He attended Eastern Michigan University majoring in psychology prior
to entering the United States Army on April 29, 1967.

~ Specilist 4 H. Neil Stehle completed his basic training, and radio and communications
courses at Fort Knox, Kentucky. He went to Fort Benning, Georgia where he received
P training at the paratroop school. Neil was sent to Vietham on December 13, 1967 where
d he was assigned to B Company, First Battalion, 503rd Infantry, of the 101st Airborne
Division. On June 3, 1968, Specialist 4 Stehle was serving in Thua Thien Province in
South Vietnam when he was wounded by small arms fire. Neil was transported to a
hospital in Japan where he died of his wounds on June 11, 1968. He lived 23 years, 2
months and 11 days.

H. Neil Stehle is resting in Washtenong Cemetery in Ann Arbor. He is survived by his
parents and two sisters including seven nieces and nephews. Neil is listed under Ann Arbor on the Ypsilanti Township
Vietnam Memorial and is located on Panel 58W Line 027 on the Vietnam Memorial
in Washington, DC.

a
Corporal Richard Mark O’Neal was born on May 22, 1948 to Mr. and Mrs. William F N
O’Neal of Ann Arbor, Michis a 19aduate of Ann Arbor High School. He entered the
Marine Corps on July 6, 1966 going through Marine Corps Boot Camp at Marine
Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, California. He received his Advanced Infantry
Training at Camp Pendleton, California before being stationed.with the Headquarters
and Service Company, First Marine Brigade in Hawaii. Corporal O’Neal began his |
tour of duty in Quang Tri Province, South Vietnam on May 31, 1968 serving as a
rifleman with E Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines, 3rd Marine Division, III
Marine Amphibious Forces. Richard died on July 26, 1968 of head injuries suffered in
a truck accident.
Richard Mark O’Neal is survived by his parents, a brother and four sisters. He lived
20 years, 2 months and 4 days.

According to a posting by Richard’s nephew, “I never had the chance to meet you, but I just wanted to say that I love
you and I appreciate everything that you did for our country. Your brother named me in honor of you. I hold your name
in high regard and I continue to work harder every day to be the best person I can be. Every day I wake up is a chance
to become better than I was the day before. I have been fortunate enough to marry the woman of my dreams and,
thanks to the people that matter to me the most, I have been able to work hard enough to receive my B.A. in
Journalism-Public Relations from SHSU. Thank you to everyone on here that has posted something, it was moving to
read events that happened in his life. Uncle Richard, I will continue to hold our name in the highest honor. I love you
and I will meet you some day.”

Richard is resting in United Memorial Gardens in Plymouth, Michigan. Richard’s name is listed on the Vietnam

Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ann Arbor. His name also appears on the Vietnham Memorial in Washington,
DC on Panel 50W Line 015.
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Honor And Remember

Major Frank Rudolph Maki. was born on March 13, 1928 in Rudyard, Michigan to Mr.
Victor and Mrs. Lemple Ann Maki. Frank graduated from Rudyard High School before
enlisting in the Army in 1946 where he completed his Basic Training at Fort Lee,
Virginia. He took part in the Berlin Airlift serving at the Rhein Main Air Base as an Air
Ground Liaison NCO. He returned from Germany and spent some time as a civilian
before returning to the Army in 1950 where he served with the 7th Infantry Division in
Korea as a rifle and weapons squad leader. Sergeant Maki accepted a reserve commission
as a Second Lieutenant while serving in the Korean War. He continued to serve in the
Regular Army as an NCO, as he was promoted as a reserve officer. Since Korea, Frank
served with the 821st Engineer Aviation Battalion at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri then
serving with the 820th Engineer Aviation Battalion at Michigan State University as a
military science instructor. According to the Battalion History of the Army ROTC
Battalion at Eastern Michigan University, "in 1961, he taught ROTC at Eastern Michigan University for four years,

where he led the rifle team to the championship and served as an advisor to Arm of Honor Fraternity. During this time,

he accepted his promotion to Captain even though he was rated number one on the list to be promoted to Sergeant

Major. He then served as a Company Commander at Fort McClellan where his troops would earn four consecutive Best

Company awards."

Major Maki began his tour of duty in Quang Tri Province, South Vietnam on May 7, 1971 serving as an Advisor,
Advisor Team 3, Headquarters, Military Assistance Command Vietnam (MACV) Advisors, MACV. Captain Maki was
killed in action at Fire Support Base Fuller in Quang Tri Province while coordinating medical aid to wounded soldiers
on June 22, 1971 during his third tour in Vietnam. He was then posthumously promoted to Major.

Award of The Silver Star For gallantry in action: Captain Maki distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 20 - 22
June 1971 while serving as Senior Advisor to the 1st Battalion, 2d Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, Army of the
Republic of Vietnam at Fire Support Base Fuller in Quang Tri Province. Captain Maki heroically participated in the
defenses of Fire Support Base Fuller by accompanying and assisting his Vietnamese counterpart against the North
Vietnamese Army thrust. After more than two continuous days of intensive direct and indirect fire and ground attacks,
the NVA managed to breech the defenses. Captain Maki then directed many tactical air strikes and aerial rocket artillery
against the enemy. During this time he continued to reappraise the tactical situation, adjust supporting fires and
coordinate medical aid to the wounded Vietnamese soldiers. Though he had been sixty hours without rest, he continued
to assist his counterparts up until the moment he was mortally wounded by an enemy artillery round. His extraordinary
example of leadership and valiant courage radiated throughout the Fire Support Base and inspired the Vietnamese to
repulse the enemy attack. Captain Maki's conspicuous gallantry in action was in keeping with the highest traditions of
the United States Army and reflects great credit upon himself and the military service. As written in Major Maki's
Award of the Silver Star announcement, by LTC August G. Seifert)

Frank Rudolph Maki is survived by his wife, son, two daughters, his father, two sisters and two brothers. He lived 43
years, 3 months and 9 days. He is resting in Highland Cemetery in Ypsilanti, Michigan. Frank's name is listed on the
Vietnam Memorial in Ypsilanti Township under Ypsilanti. His name also appears on the Vietnam Memorial in
Washington, DC on Panel 03W Line 086.
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Dispatch Patrons

Larry St. Antoine - September 2025

George Perrault - October 2025

James Alford - December 2025

Stan Harrison, In honor of Russ Michalke - March 2026

Alfred (Fredo) Merritt - March 2026

Cynthia Calhoun - April 2026

Berryman Bourne - August 2026

Sara Rodeck - In memory of her brother (KIA) Michael Hunter - Sept. 2026
Elizabeth Wong - September 2026

Ralph Henry - November 2026

Glenn Sakcriska - November 2026

Gary Couture - December 2026

Eric Downie - January 2027

Darlene Imus - January 2027

Dave Marshall - June 2027

Linda Lamey-Leonard - In Memory of (KIA) Lavern Lamey - July 2027
Ronald Oliver - August 2027

Louis Kennedy - Septenber 2027

Paulo & Ann Dempsey Pereira - Oct. 2027

Chris Wetzler - November 2027

John & Jane Kinzinger - December 2027

Sandra Martinez - December 2027

Corrine Gignac - In Memory of her Uncle Neil Gignac USAF - March 2028
Bruce Ross - August 2028

George Boone - Feburary. 2029

Brent Gephart, Sr. - March 2031

Alice Lee - March 2031

Jim Sharp - April 2031

Hank Woods - In memory of Past President - Paul Dumsch - September 2032
Ray Hunter - December 2032

Steve & Shirley Hitte - June 2034

If VVA 310 members or others receiving the Dispatch via USPS desire to assist with the printing cost, a suggested
donation would be: one year at $12.00, two years at $22.00, and three years at $30.00. Payment can be made payable to
VVA 310 and mailed to P.O. Box 3221, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3221 indicating Dispatch on the memo line.

All other donations may be made payable to VVA 310 at the same mailing address by indicating ‘Donation’ on the
memo line.

VVA 310 award-winning newsletter reaches approximately 500 people each month with 100 mailed USPS, 50 hits off
the website (www.vva310.org), and 350 emailed. With good stewardship and networking, the cost to print the Dispatch
approximates $1,250 per year.
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Who We Are

We Are 222 Strong, And Growing!

Chapter President: Vance McCrumb Website: https://www.vva310.org

Vice President: Stan Harrison Follow us on Facebook

Secretary: Jon Luker Contact: membership@vva310.org
Treasurer: Berry Bourne USPS: VVA 310

Chaplain: Rev. Gordon Moore P.O. Box 3221
Sergeant-at-Arms: Eric Downie Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-3221

Membership: Vance McCrumb
Dispatch Editor: Dogman

Please Direct Any Questions About Membership or Our Website To: membership@vva310.org
Thank You!
- VVA’s Founding Principle -
“Never Again Will One Generation Of Veterans Abandon Another!”

Vietnam Veterans of America
Charles S. Kettles Chapter 310
P.O. Box 3221

Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-3221

Please Forward. Thank You


https://www.vva310.org/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=vva%20310

